ANNUAL 

REPORT 

OF  THE 


TOWN  OFFICIALS 


*  .."'.C 

AS 


V 

■  ,:?■«  fM 


■/  ■  ffSOk 


A  \| 


FOH  THE  FINANCIAL  YE  All  ENDING 

MAHCH  1,  1902. 


ANNUAL 


REPORT 


TOWN  OFFICIALS 

+i  i,  ^ 

OF 


FOR  TIIE  FINANCIAL  YEAR  ENDING 


MARCH  1,  1902. 


OAKHAM.: 

I.  W.  Mullett,  Printer  and  Publisher, 

1902. 

* 


TOWN  OFFICERS  FOR  1901. 


TOWN  CLERK: 

JESSE  ALLEN. 

SELECTMEN: 

F.  S.  CONANT,  H.  B.  PARKER,  C.  P.  HILL. 

ASSESSORS: 

S.  H.  BULLARD,  Wm.  GAFFNEY,  FRANK  NYE. 

OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR: 

JESSE  ALLEN,  Wm.  S.  CRAWFORD,  Wm.  S.  SPEAR 

collector: 

Wm.  S  CRAWFORD. 


treasurer: 

JESSE  ALLEN. 

constables: 

W.  C.  BLISS,  Wm.  S.  CRAWFORD,  W.  R.  DEAN, 
N.  W.  PACKARD,  O.  D.  WEBBER. 


auditor: 

JOHN  P.  DAY,  JR. 

FENCE  VIEWERS: 

JESSE  ALLEN,  A.  C.  BULLARD,  L.  N.  HASKELL. 

SURVEYORS  OF  LUMBER: 

C.  H.  PARKER,  I).  R.  DEAN, 


Wm.  GAFFNEY. 


I 


4 

\ 

MEASURERS  OF  WOOD  AND  BARK: 

Wm.  S.  CRAWFORD,  W.  R.  DEAN. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE: 

JESSE  ALLEN,  H.  W.  LINCOLN, 

MRS.  M.  L.  WOODIS. 

LIBRARY  TRUSTEES! 

MRSr.  M.  L.  WOODIS,  F.  E.  DAVIS,  JESSE  ALLEN. 

CEMETERY  COMMITTEE: 

D.  R.  DEAN,  Wm  S.  CRAWFORD,  JESSE  ALLEN. 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS: 

WILLIAM  A.  NYE. 

CATTLE  INSPECTOR: 

SANFORD  H.  BULLARD. 

TREE  WARDEN: 

CHARLES  H.  TROWBRIDGE. 
sexton: 

JAMES  P.  FAIRBANK. 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES: 

WILLIAM  S.  CRAWFORD. 


SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENT: 

HERBERT  J.  JONES. 


REPORT  OF  SELECTMEN. 


FOR  THE  FINANCIAL  YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  I 


PAID  TOWN  OFFICERS: 


Town  Clerk,  Services, 

'  $24 

00 

Express  and  postage, 

12 

3i 

Treasurer, 

$25 

00 

Collector,  Services, 

75 

00 

Postage  and  stationary, 

5 

00 

Tax  book, 

1 

50 

Printing  tax  bills, 

1 

50 

Discount  on  taxes, 

163 

28 

SELECTMEN: 

F.  S.  Conant, 

25 

00 

H.  B.  Parker, 

25 

00 

C.  P.  Hill, 

25 

00 

Postage  and  telephone, 

3 

59 

ASSESSORS: 

William  Gaffney, 

3i 

90 

PArank  Nye, 

34 

40 

S.  H.  Bullard, 


29  75 


1902. 


$36  31 


$246  28 


$78  59 


$96  05 
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OVERSEERS  OF  POOR, 
For  support  of  paupers, 


$417  79 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE: 

For  support  of  schools,  2277  13 

“  services,  H.  W.  Lincoln,  9  50 


$2286  63 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS: 

For  repairing  highways,  1204  97 

Opening  roads  1901,  129  69 

“  “  1902,  238  69 

-  $368  38 

INSPECTOR  OF  CATTLE, 

S.  H.  Bullard,  33  00 

BALLOT  CLERKS  AND  TELLERS: 

H.  S  Harwood, 

A.  C.  Morse, 

J.  P.  Fairbank, 

A.  A.  Bronsdon, 

T.  C.  Gaffney, 


LIBRARY  TRUSTEES, 


For  support  of  town  library,  $50  00 

REGISTRARS  OF  VOTERS: 

F.  S.  Conant,  8  00 

H.  B.  Parker,  8  00 

C.  P.  Hill,  8  00 

Jesse  Allen,  8  00 

-  $32  00 


4  00 
4  00 
6  00 
6  00 
2  00 

-  $22  00 


AUDITOR, 


John  P.  Day, 


#18  00 


T 


STATE  AID. 


Paid  Frank  N.  Sherman,  36  00 

M.  J.  Kenner,  60  00 

Charles  McMillin,  40  00 

S.  Amanda  Reed,  48  00 

Horace  M.  Green,  36  00 

John  E.  Stone,  42  00 

Eliza  Caldwell,  48  00 

Sophronia  A.  Parker,  24  00 

-  $334  00 


soldier’s  relief, 

8  00 
80  56 
28  00 

-  $116  56 


Horace  M.  Green, 

Frank  Sherman, 

Care  of  Mar3r  McMillin, 


STREET  LAMPS, 

Paid  C.  H.  Parker  and  son, 

J.  P.  Fairbank, 


MEMORIAL  DAY, 

Paid  A.  A.  Bronsdon, 


Paid  J.  P.  Fairbank, 


SEXTON, 


SHADE  TREES, 

Paid  C.  H.  Trowbridge,  Tree  warden, 
H.  C.  Fobes  for  labor, 


21  75 
23  75 

$45  50 

» 


$8  73 
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5  99 
4  82 

-  $10  81 


Paid  Selectmen, 


STATE  ROAD, 


$449  5i 
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STORAGE  BUILDING, 

Paid  Committee,  $486  31 

BONDS  FOR  TOWN  OFFICERS, 

Paid  Winslow  &  Co.  for  Treasurer,  15  00 

“  “  “  “  Collector,  10  00 

-  $25  00 

Paid  Cemetery  Committee,  $2  10 

MISCELLANEOUS, 

I  « 

Paid  as  follows: 

W.  W.  Russell,  at  recounting  of  votes,  2  00 

I.  W.  Mullett,  printing  ballots,  14  50 

“  “  “  “  notices,  1  35 

“  “  “  “  town  reports,  26  35 

A.  B.  Black,  casting  for  road  machine,  6  50 

Austin  Peters,  brand  for  inspector,  1  75 

Weeks  &  Potter  Co.,  disinfectant  pastills,  3  00 
Sanford,  Sawtell,  &  Co.,  record  book  for 

mortgages,  4  50 

I.  W.  Mullett,  printing  assessors  reports,  27  00 
“  “  “  printed  stationery,  3  00 
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L.  A.  Snow,  15  00 

Herbert  Parker,  legal  council,  15  00 

A.  H.  Eldridge,  game  warden,  4  16 

Board  of  Health  supplies,  1  10 

W.  R.  Dean,  repairs  on  furnace,  4  75 

F.  E.  Davis,  ringing  bell  and  care  ©f  hall,  45  00 

L.  P.  Bushnell,  bricks  for  lockup,  1  75 

-  $176  71 


$6584  48 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

F.  S.  CON  ANT,  )  Selectmen 
H.  B.  PARKER,  [  of 
C.  P.  HILL,  )  Oakham. 


LIST  OF  JURORS  AS  REVISED  BY  THE  SELECTMEN. 

E.  L-  Parker,  James  Sheern,  Geo.  W.  Stone,  E.  H.  Dwelly, 
C.  P.  Hill,  Frank  Nye,  Wm.  S.  Crawford, 


Edmund  Cody,  Alfred  C.  Morse, 


Henry  Bartlett. 


REPORT  OF  THE 

SUPERINTENDENT  OE  STREETS. 


The  superintendent  of  streets  makes  the  following  report 
for  the  5'rear  ending  March  i,  1902. 

REPAIRING  HIGHWAYS. 


Paid  W.  A.  Nye, 

00 

h-i 

53 

A.  B.  Spooner, 

98 

20 

H.  D.  Bullard, 

98 

20 

Burpee  Banks, 

128 

5i 

Edwin  Green, 

13 1 

3i 

George  Edson, 

50 

49 

Lewis  Snow, 

93 

36 

Patrick  MeGrevey, 

7 

70 

W.  H.  Boyd, 

64 

25 

Albert  Hapgood. 

79 

Lyman  Green, 

5 

47 

Lewis  Green, 

12 

25 

Louis  Geoffroy, 

5 

80 

M,  M.  Butterfield, 

2 

00 

N.  W.  Packard, 

1 

19 

C.  H.  Parker  &  Son., 

4 

60 

F.  S.  Conant, 

3 

66 

J.  P.  Fairbank, 

1 

25 

Sidney  Dean, 

1 

75 

Wallace  Grimes, 

7 

70 

Fabian  Tomlinson, 

3 

00 

Ross  Brothers  Worcester, 

1 

96 

$1204  97 


1 1 


OPENING  ROADS  IN  1901. 


i  W.  A.  Nye, 

00 

17 

H.  W.  Lincoln, 

1 1 

25 

J.  H.  Keep, 

5 

33 

Henry  Bartlett, 

88 

Wallace  Grimes, 

1 

75 

Eli  Gabr}", 

6 

55 

W.  M.  Robinson, 

1 

31 

John  Dwell)^, 

52 

David  Hallowell, 

2 

45 

C.  H.  Trowbridge, 

2 

98 

Owen  Gilboy. 

1 

05 

Patrick  King, 

5 

60 

Thomas  Gaffney, 

2 

62 

James  Woodis, 

35 

P.  McGreve}^, 

1 

05 

Burpee  Banks, 

70 

John  Gilboy, 

1 

05 

Herbert  Hapgood, 

8 

05 

H.  C.  Fobes, 

53 

Wm.  Gaffne}r, 

7 

18 

E.  R.  Allen, 

2 

43 

G.  N.  Briggs, 

2 

97 

Horace  Green, 

1 

31 

F.  Narramore, 

1 

3i 

W.  A.  Woodis, 

2 

98 

C.  M.  Maynard, 

53 

Clifford  Knight, 

2 

01 

Justin  Rawson, 

3 

16 

L.  A.  Snow, 

1 

05 

H.  D.  Bullard, 

6 

00 

G.  W.  Stone, 

1 

49 

H.  W.  Stone, 

3 

85 

John  P.  Gaffney, 

2 

64 

M.  M.  Butterfield, 

4 

34 

W.  H.  Boyd 

1 

40 

12 


Paid  A.  B.  Spooner,  $2  19 

W.*A.  Bushnell,  2  10 

James  Gilboy,  1  05 

Tames  Scott,  5  78 

Martin  White,  8  93 

S.  H.  Haskell,  1  40 

W.  W.  Russell,  35 

Patrick  O’Donnell,  1  05 


$129  69 


OPENING  ROADS,  Feb.  1902. 


Paid  W.  A.  Nye,  $13  30 

A.  B.  Spooner,  7  80 

E.  Green,  4  37 

W.  B.  Green,  5  61 

W.  H.  Boyd,  4  38 

H.  A.  Crawford,  5  20 

H.  U.  Crawford,  2  45 

E.  J.  Crawford,  1  53 

Owen  Gilboy,  4  20 

Joseph  Gilboy,  1  05 

James  Gilboy,  5  08 

John  Gilboy,  5  25 

Justin  Rawson,  4  75 

Clifford  Knight,  4  89 

P.  McGrevey,  6  14 

Samuel  Sherman,  88 

Daniel  Shay,  88 

Wallace  Grimes,  8  66 

Burpee  Banks,  3  50 

Lewis  Snow,  4  48 

George  N.  Briggs,  6  74 

J.  P.  Fairbank,  2  81 

W.  Bushnell,  3  24 

C.  H.  Trowbridge,  1  23 

W.  A.  Wood  is,  1  49 
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l  Chas.  Reed, 

$1  23 

N.  J.  Green, 

1  40 

Henry  Bartlett, 

5  34 

J.  H.  Keep, 

21  26 

I.  W.  Mullett, 

2  63 

W.  M.  Robinson, 

1  60 

Wm.  Parkman, 

4  60 

David  Hallowell, 

88 

John  Gaffney, 

13  07 

James  Scott, 

11  03 

Martin  White, 

1 1  02 

T.  C.  Gaffney, 

16  12 

P.  O’Donnell, 

6  28 

S.  H.  Haskell, 

9  95 

P.  Moran, 

4  92 

Wm.  Gaffney, 

8  07 

Elmer  Allen, 

60 

H.  W.  Lincoln, 

7  58 

Harry  Loring, 

1  20 

-  $238  69 

The  guide  posts  and  boards  are  erected  and  maintained  as 
required  by  law,  and  are  in  good  condition. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  A.  NYE, 

Street  Superintendent. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


Dr. 


To  cash  balauce, 

$1350 

77 

* 

Use  of  Town  Hall, 

16 

50 

Fines  returned, 

1 1 

00 

Sale  of  school  supplies, 

D.  R.  Dean,  butcher’s  license, 

3 

19 

1 

00 

H.  P.  Austin,  auctioneer’s  license, 

2 

00 

Inspection  of  animals, 

16 

50 

Town  of  North  Brookfield, 

72 

00 

“  “  North  Brookfield, 

80 

75 

“  “  Warren, 

8 

56 

Wm.  S.  Crawford,  lumber, 

2 

85 

H.  D.  Bullard,  ashes, 

2 

00 

East  Hill  School  House, 

10 

00 

Dog  Fund, 

163 

92 

State  Highway  Fund, 

440 

00 

Corporation  tax, 

8 

29 

National  Bank  Tax, 

64 

93 

State  aid  refunded, 

272 

00 

Mass.  School  Fund, 

859 

08 

Education  ©f  State  children, 

26 

50 

Tuition  of  Boston  children, 

203 

00 

State  return  for  Supt.  of  Schools, 

250 

00 

High  School  tuition  refunded, 

173 

50 

Interest  on  Bank  Deposits, 

8 

05 

Wm.  S.  Crawford,  collector, 

4304 

12 

$8350  51 

Cr. 

By  paying  Selectmen’s  Orders, 

$6584  48 

Cash  on  hand, 

1766 

03 

$8350  51 

Pine  Grove  Cemetery  trust  fund,  (Rev. 

G.  H.  Gould), 

$100 

00 

South  Cemetery  trust  fund,  (Daniel  H. 

Dean) , 

100 

00 

Benjamin  P.  Clark  Legacy, 

326  50 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JESSE  ALLEN,  Treasurer. 


COLLECTOR’S  REPORT. 


Dr. 

Taxes  committed  for  collection  in  1901: 


State  tax, 

$192 

50 

County  tax, 

345 

00 

Town  tax, 

4155 

9i 

Uncollected  taxes  of 

1898, 

152 

15 

4  4  4  (  4  4 

1899, 

335 

00 

4  4  i4  4  4 

1900, 

1237 

52 

Interest  on  taxes, 

53 

32 

$6471  40 


Cr. 


Paid  state  tax, 

$192 

50 

County, 

345 

00 

Treasurer’s  receipts, 

4304 

12 

Uncollected  taxes  of  1898, 

52 

15 

“  “  “  1899, 

135 

00 

“  “  “  1900, 

300 

00 

“  “  “  190U 

1 142 

63 

-  $6471  40 

Respectfully  submitted, 


WM.  S.  CRAWFORD,  Collector. 


REPORT  OF  THE 


OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR, 

To  January  i,  1902. 


Paid  for  support  of  Almira  Woodis,  $52  00 

Support  of  Lydia  Chamberlain,  58  65 

Support  of  Charles  Winslow,  72  58 

Support  of  Benjamin  Nourse,  75  14 

Support  of  family  of  Louisa  Lloyd,  10  67 

Support  of  family  of  Samuel  Sherman,  80  75 

William  S.  Crawford  for  27  tramps,  6  75 

Same,  general  service,  8  00 

Jesse  Allen,  12  trips  to  Holden,  30  00 

Same,  1  trip  to  Worcester,  3  50 

Same,  1  trip  to  Rutland,  2  00 

Same,  general  service,  9  00 

William  S.  Spear,  general  service,  6  00 

Telephoning  and  postage,  2  75 

-  $417  79 

Refunded  from  North  Brookfield,  80  75 


Total  expense  to  the  Town,  $337  04 

Respectfully  submitted, 


JESSE  ALLEN, 

WM.  S.  CRAWFORD, 
WM.  S.  SPEAR, 


I 


Overseers 
of  the 
Poor. 


HOLDEN  POOH  FARM  ASSOCIATION. 

Twelfth  annual  report  of  the  Holden  Poor  Farm  Associa¬ 
tion  for  the  year  ending  Jan.  31,  1902. 

INMATES  RECEIVING  SUPPORT 

Holden. 

Name.  Age.  Admitted.  Remarks.  No.  Days. 

Lizzie  Kenney,  45  yrs.  Apr.  1890.  Continues.  365 

Winifred  Durdeen,  52  yrs.  June  22,  1897.  ’  365 

Charles  Prue,  79  yrs.  Jan.  4.  1901.  Away  67  days.  298 


1028 

Hubbardston. 

David  Rice,  83  yrs.  Apr.  1,  1890.  Continues.  365 

Mary  Savage,  47  yrs.  Sept.  8,  1899.  Discharged  Dec.  10.  313 
Lizzie  Durdeen,  41  yrs.  Apr.  21,  1900.  ”  June  7.  127 

Flora  Durdeen,  1  yr.  2  m.  Apr.  21,  1900  ”  June  4.  *33 
Henry  Clark,  23  yrs.  Aug.  30,  1901.  Continues.  158 


996 


Oakham. 

Charles  S.  Winslow,  42  yrs.  Dec.  19,  1900.  Continues.  365 
Benjamin  Nourse,  73  yrs.  Aug.  28,  1901.  ”  157 


522 


i8 

Paxton. 

Carrie  Snow,  47  yrs.  Apr.  10,  1896.  Continues.  365 

Lavina  Pierce,  55  yrs.  Feb.  4,  1900.  ”  365 

730 

Rutland. 

Rosa.  Roen,  64  yrs.  Apr.  26,  1897.  Continues.  365 

John  Kelly,  41  yrs.  Nov.  15,  1898,  ”  365 

730 

Templeton. 

Minnie  Crimmings,  20  yrs.  Sept.  29,  1900.  Dis.  May  14.  103 

Frank  Peltier,  80  yrs.  Oct.  31,  1900.  ”  ’ ’  2  91 

Mary  S.  Seaver,  66  yrs.  Apr.  27,  1901.  Continues.  280 

474 

Westminster. 

Adaline  Hager,  61  yrs.  Apr.  1,  1892.  Continues.  365 

Margaret  Cronin,  56  yrs  ”  ”  ”  ”  365 

Sarah  Blake,  62  yrs.  May  23,  1898.  ”  365 

Jeremiah  Lucius,  77  yrs.  Aug.  10,  1900.  ”  365 

Frank  A.  Taylor,  60  yrs.  Oct.  10  ”  Away  55  clays.  320 

Obediah  Freeman,  86  yrs.  Feb.  3,  1901.  Died  Nov.  5.  275 

Laura  Freeman,  63  yrs.  ”  ”  ”  Continues.  362 

2417 

*  Half  price  after  one  year  old. 

Total  board  furnished  6897  days  or  985  2-7  weeks. 


Abagail  Hackett  of  Paxton  boarded  at  the  institution  up 
to  the  time  of  her  death  in  April,  and  Bridget  Carey  of  West- 
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minster  8  5-7  weeks. 


Total  number  of  inmates  24,  of  which  only  one  has  died, 
five  have  been  discharged,  and  18  remain.  The  average 
weekly  number  has  been  18  12-13  plus. 

FINANCIAL  EXHIBITS. 


Receipts. 


From  Milk,  $1593  04 

Stock,  221  58 

Calves,  21  00 

Eggs,  18  47 

Outside  labor  12  00 

Board,  236  15 

Miscellaneous,  25  57 


Expenditures. 


Warden’s  and  Matron’s  Salary, 

$ 600 

00 

Outside  labor, 

215 

29 

Inside  “ 

156 

37 

Grain, 

953 

46 

Groceries, 

434 

53 

Meat  and  Fish, 

243 

77 

Flour, 

72 

10 

Dry  Goods  and  Furniture, 

195 

57 

Boots  and  Shoes, 

38 

75 

Ice, 

12 

40 

Medicine  and  Medical  Attendance, 

40 

70 

Tobacco  and  Snuff, 

19 

67 

Tools  and  Seeds, 

97 

56 

Blacksmithing, 

3b 

70 

Stock, 

315 

50 

Fertilzers, 

42 

00 

Miscellaneous, 

118 

13 

Wood, 

40 

00 

Interest  on  personal  property, 

120 

99 

$2127  81 
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Rent, 


325  00 

-  $4078  49 

Less  receipts,  2127  81 


Balance  being  net  expense,  $1950  68 


Cost  per  week  for  each  inmate,  $1.98 — . 

Making  the  net  expense  of  each  town  as  follows: 


Holden, 

Hubbardston, 

Oakham , 

Paxton, 

Rutland, 

Templeton, 

Westminster, 


$290  75 
281  70 
147  64 
206  46 
206  46 
134  07 
683  60 

-  #195°  68 


Neither  Phillipston  or  Royalston  furnished  an  inmate  for 
the  Institution. 

The  condition  of  the  last  year  and  the  first  ten  years  is  as 
follows: — 


No. 

Inmates 
Last  year,  38 
Average  first  ten  years, 


Total 
No.  weeks 
888 

883  3-7 


Weekly 
Average 
17  1-13 
17 


Cost 

Per  week 
$2  00 
2  223 


This  report  chronicles  another  prosperous  year  for  the 
Association.  The  health  of  the  inmates  has  been  good. 
Bountiful  crops  have  been  harvested  and  the  herd  of  cattle 
increased  so  that  it  consists  of  20  cows  and  a  bull,  the  returns 
from  which  have  been  satisfactory  notwithstanding  the  high 
price  of  grain.  The  milk  was  sold  at  26  cents  per  can  for 
the  first  six  months  beginning  with  April  1,  and  at  30  cents 
for  the  balance  of  the  year.  This  was  the  highest  offer  re¬ 
ceived,  and  was  paid  by  a  son  of  the  warden,  who  boards  at 
the  farm  paying  $20  a  month  for  himself  and  horse.  A  dam 
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has  been  built  by  the  town  of  Holden  which  flows  a  resevoir 
that  furnishes  an  unfailing  supply  of  running  water,  thereby 
satisfactorily  settling  the  water  question.  The  hearts  ol  the 
inmates  were  again  gladdened  by  the  Hon.  F.  S.  Coolidge  of 
Fitchburg  who  furnished  his  usual  bountiful  Christmas  din¬ 
ner.  Mr.  A.  L.  Potter  and  wife  have  been  engaged  for  the 
ensuing  year  to  fill  the  position  so  acceptably  filled  by  them 
for  the  last  six  years. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HOBART  RAYMOND,  Westminster,  President, 
JESSE  ALLEN,  Oakham,  Secretary, 

FRED  T.  HOLT,  Holden,  Treasurer, 

JOHN  ADAMS,  Hubbardston, 

HENRY  H.  PIKE,  Paxton, 

D.  WEBSTER  BAKER,  Phillipston, 

HENRY  A.  KENNEN,  Rutland, 

CALEB  W.  DAY,  Royalston, 

CHARLES  H.  LEATHE,  Templeton, 


Board  of  Management. 


REPORT  OF  TREE  WARDEN- 

During  the  past  year  I  have  set  out  about  forty  rock 
maple  trees  down  the  East  Center  hill,  have  been  called  to 
look  at  several  trees  that  were  spiked  and  thought  to  be 
too  near  the  road,  also  to  trees  which  were  decayed  and 
dangerous  to  public  travel.  Have  examined  trees  in  regard 
to  insects  that  are  destroying  shade  trees  in  manjr  places.  I 
have  not  been  able  to  find  any  of  those  pests. 

Appropriation,  $25  00 

EXPENDITURES, 

Paid  H,  C.  Fobes  for  labor,  $4  82 

Paid  C.  H.  Trowbridge  for  labor,  5  99 

-  $10  81 


CHAS.  H.  TROWBRIDGE,  Tree  Warden. 


Free  'Public  Library. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

Dr. 


Balance  on  hand, 
Annual  appropriation, 
Fines  and  sale  ol  cards, 


$53  20 
50  00 
2  27 

-  $105  47 


Cr. 


Paid  for  care  of  library.  $25  00 

Exchange  of  books  for  Coldbrook,  20  00 

For  new  books,  37  75 

Express  and  postage,  3  39 

Cash  on  hand,  19  33 

-  $105  47 

Present  number  of  volumes  in  library,  1180 
Number  added  during  year,  177 

Circulation  during  year,  .  1775 

Number  of  persons  taking  out  books,  132 
Largest  number  charged  in  one  day,  47 

Smallest  “  “  “  “  “  2x 


The  library  has  had  a  prosperous  year,  the  circulation 
having  been  the  largest  ir<  its  history.  Increasing  interest 
is  shown  in  reading  year  by  year.  By  a  recent  act  of  the 
Legislature  one  hundred  dollars  worth  of  books  have  been 
given  by  the  State  to  the  smaller  towns.  Fifty  dollars  of  this 
appropriation  remains  for  the  coming  year. 


M.  L.  WOODIS,  ) 

FRANK  E.  DAVIS,  [  Library  Trustees. 
JESSE  ALLEN,  ) 


REPORT  OF  CEMETERY  COMMITTEE . 


Dr. 

To  town  appropriation  of  1900, 
Received  from  town, 

Income  of  Rev.  G.  H.  Gould  fund, 
From  Daniel  H.  Dean, 


‘  Cr. 

Paid  C.  H.  Trowbridge,  work  on  Old 

Cemetery,  $2  10 

D.  R.  Dean,  work  on  South  Cemetery,  8  00 

Jesse  Allen,  work  on  South  West 

Cemetery,  1  50 

Cash  on  hand,  25  88 

- - -  $37  48 

Marked  improvements  have  been  made  in  all  the  Public 
Cemeteries  of  the  town,  and  it  is  hoped  that  much  more  will 
be  done  the  coming  season. 


$25  00 
2  10 
5  38 
5  00 

-  $37  48 


Wm.  S.  CRAWFORD, 

D.  R.  DEAN, 

JESSE  AELEN, 

Cemetery  Committee. 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


STATISTICS. 


Number  pupils  enrolled,  ioi 

Average  membership,  81.8 

Average  attendance,  76.5 

Per  cent,  of  attendance,  93.5 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

Dr. 


To  amount  of  appropriation,  $1200  00 

Received  from  state  school  fund,  859  08 

State  return  for  Supt.  of  schools,  250  00 

Received  from  dog  tax  refunded,  163  92 

“  “  education  of  state  chil¬ 
dren,  26  50 

“  “  education  of  Boston 

children,  203  00 

Appropriation  for  school  Supt.,  200  00 

Received  from  sale  of  school  supplies',  3  19 
High  school  tuition  refunded,  173  50 


$3079  l9 
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Expenditures. 


Salary  of  superintendent, 

$3°° 

00 

“  “  committee, 

82 

01 

Taking  school  census, 

5 

00 

Salary  for  teachers, 

1425 

00 

Fuel, 

76 

00 

Transportation, 

85 

00 

Supplies, 

99 

09 

Care  of  school  supplies, 

10 

00 

Janitors, 

67 

25 

Tuition  to  Town  of  Rutland, 

43 

50 

Tuition  to  Town  of  Barre, 

66 

00 

Repairs, 

18 

28 

$2277  13 


Respectfully  submitted, 

JESSE  ALLEN, 

MINNIE  L.  WOOD  IS, 
HORACE  W.  LINCOLN, 

School  Committee. 


% 
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AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


This  certifies  that  I  have  examined  and  approved  the 
accounts  of  the  selectmen,  overseers  of  poor,  school  com- 
mitte,  road  commissioner,  tax  collector,  treasurer,  library 
trustees  and  cemetery  committee,  and  have  found  them  to 
be  correct. 

Yours  respectfully, 

JOHN  P.  DAY,  Jr.,  Auditor. 


c: 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT  FOR  19 02. 


BIRTHS. 

Mar.  8,  Daughter  (Ruby)  to  Walter  and  Mable  Bullard. 
June  28,  Son  (Douglas  Sinclair)  to  John  C.  and  Lillian 

Rutherford. 

June  29,  Son  (Gordon  Chellis)  to  Leroy  H.  and  Emma 

Sargent  ** 

Aug.  13,  Son  (Ralph  Emerson)  to  Sidney  I.  and  Jessie  Dean. 
Aug.  14,  Daughter  (Hattie  Gladys)  to  George  L.  and  Mary 

Edson. 

Sept.  17,  Son  (Walter  Thomas)  to  James  and  Ellen  Scott. 
Sept.  26,  Daughter  (Marion  Corrinne)  to  James  P.  and  Carrie 

Fairbank. 

Oct.  27,  Son  (George  Franklin)  to  Wallace  and  Cora  Grimes. 
Nov.  13,  Son  (Joseph  S.)  to  Walter  and  Mary  Bruce. 

Dec.  18,  Son  (Harold  Taylor)  to  Irving  and  Bertha  Mullett. 
Dec.  29,  Son  (Peter  Daniel)  to  Martin  and  Lizzie  White. 

MARRIAGES. 

Apr.  3.  Sidney  I.  Dean  to  Jessie  I.  Taylor. 

Apr.  30,  James  Donovan  to  Mary  Kent. 

May  15,  Alfred  F.  Dewing  to  Bertha  C.  Lovell. 

July  27,  Walter  J.  Bruce  to  Mary  L  Brouellett. 

Aug.  28,  John  N.  Tucker  to  Elsie  E.  Sherman. 

Sept.  12,  Windsor  A.  Brown,  M.  D.  to  Maria  L.  Lincoln. 


deaths. 


Feb.  16,  James  Allen, 

YRS. 

I8 

MOS. 

O 

DAYS 

9 

Apr.  6,  James  W.  Bemis, 

45 

O 

25 

May  7,  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Dean, 

72 

6 

15 

May  20,  Alfred  P.  Wright, 

21 

4 

15 

Sept.  13,  S.  James  Foster, 

70 

7 

4 

Nov.  1,  Wm.  H.  Smith, 

79 

7 

24 

Nov.  7,  Mrs.  Ruth  E.  Butler, 

7P 

4 

10 

Nov.  16,  Joseph  S.  Brucex 

3 

No.  of  Voters,  Male  165.  Female  12. 

No.  of  dogs  licensed,  77.  Male  64.  Female  13. 


JB^SSE  ALLEN,  Town  Ceerk. 


WARRANT  FOR  TOWN  MEETING. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 


WORCESTER,  SS. 

To  William  S.  Crawford,  oi  either  of  the  Constables  of  the 
town  of  Oakham,  in  the  County  of  Worcester, 

GREETING: 

In  the  name  ol  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
you  are  required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Oakham,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town 
affairs  to  meet  at  the  town  hall  known  as  “Memorial  Hall,” 
on  Monday  the  seventh  day  of  April  next  at  nine  o’clock  in 
the  forenoon  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles, 
to  wit: 


Article  ist. — To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  at  said 
meeting.  •  >  ' 

/  jt  •  -  *  V 

Article  2d. — To  hear  the  annual  report  of  the  several 
town  officers  and  act  thereon. 

4'  j-  * 

Article  3d. — To  bring  in  their  votes  for  Town  Clerk, 
three  Selectmen,  three  Assessors,  three  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  Collector  of  Taxes,  Treasurer,  three  Fence  Viewers, 
six  Constables,  Tree  Warden,  and  Auditor  for  one  year.  One 
School  Committee,  Library  Trustee,  and  Cemetery  Com¬ 
mittee  for  three  years.  Also,  to  vote  “,Yes“  or  “No’’  in 
answer  to  the  question,  “Shall  license  be  granted  for  the 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town?’’  all  on  one  ballot. 
Ballot  to  be  folded  as  received  when  presented  for  deposit  in 
the  ballot-box.  The  polls  to  be  opened  at  ten  o’clock  in  the 
forenoon  and  may  be  closed  at  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon 
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Article  4th. — To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  and 
committees  for  the  ensuing  year  not  required  to  be  elected 
by  ballott. 

Article  5th. — To  see  what  compensation  the  town  will 
allow  their  Treasurer  and  Collector. 

Article  6th. — To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appro¬ 
priate  any  money  for  the  relief  of  poor  and  needy  soldiers  as 
required  under  chapter  298,  section  1  and  2  of  the  Acts  and 
Resolves  of  the  year  1889. 

Article  7th. — To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appro¬ 
priate  money  for  bonding  their  officials. 

Article  8th.  —  To  see  what  compensation  the  town  will 
allow  for  men  and  teams  in  repairing  highways  and  opening 
roads  the  ensuing  year. 

Article  9th. — To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be 
necessary  to  defray  town  charges  for  the  ensuing  year,  and 
make  appropriations  for  the  same. 

Article  10th. — To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the 
treasurer  with  approval  of  the  Selectmen  to  borrow  such 
sums  of  money  in  anticipation  of  taxes  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

Article  nth. — To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  list  of 
jurors  as  prepared  by  the  Selectmen. 

Article  12th. — To  determine  the  manner  of  collecting 
taxes  the  ensuing  year. 

Article  13th. — To  see  if  the  town  will  employ  some  person 
to  care  for  the  Town  Hall  and  ring  bell  for  the  ensuing  year, 
or  pass  any  vote  relative  thereto. 

Article  14th. — To  see  if  the  town  will  ^bate  any  taxes 
that  may  be  presented  for  abatement.  \ 
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Article  15th. — To  determine  the  manner  of  supporting 
paupers  the  year  ensuing. 

Article  16th. — To  see  if  the  town  will  provide  for  light¬ 
ing  the  street  lamps  the  ensuing  year,  or  pass  any  vote 
relative  thereto. 

Article  17th. — To  see  if  the  town  will  appoint  some 
person  or  persons  as  agents  to  prosecute  and  defend  all  suits 
that  may  be  brought  for  or  against  the  town  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

Article  18th. — To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appro¬ 
priate  a  sum  of  money  for  copying  and  indexing  the  old 
records  of  the  town  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  or  pass 
any  vote  relative  thereto. 

Article  19th. — To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the 
provisions  of  chapter  482  of  the  acts  of  1901  providing  for  the. 
election  of  Town  Clerk  for  the  term  of  three  years,  or  pass 
any  vote  relative  thereto. 

Article  20th. — To  see  what  disposition  the  town  will 
make  of  the  old  hearse  house,  or  pass  any  vote  relative 
thereto. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting 
up  three  attested  copies  thereof  one  at  each  of  the  post- 
offices  and  one  at  the  Congregational  meeting-house  in  said 
town  seven  days,  at  least,  before  the  time  of  holding  said 
meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant  with 
your  doings  thereon  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and 
place  of  meeting  as  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  eleventh  day  of  March,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  two. 

FRANK  S.  CONANT,  )  Selectmen 
HARRY  B.  PARKER.  >-  of 
CAREOS  P.  HILLV  )  Oakham. 


ROLL  OF  I  K  )  X  O  H, 


The  following  pupils  were  neither  absent  nor  tard}7  for 

the  number  of  terms  specified: 

CENTER  SCHOOL, 

One  Term: —  Minnie  Bullard,  Clarence  Grimes,  Nellie 
Gueley,  Kimball  Packard,  Nellie  Talbot,  Jane 

McGrevey,  John  Flaherty,  Thomas  Garland,  Ida  Yeo. 

Two  Terms: —  Mildred  Burt,  Leroy  Burt,  Jennie  fSheern, 
Irna  Clifford,  Israel  Sacks,  Alice  Yeo,  John  Donovan. 

Three  Terms: —  Eva  Allen,  Alice  Loring,  Mary 
McGrevey,  Abram  Sacks. 

WEST  SCHOOL, 

.One  Term:—  Daniel  O’Donnell,  Sadie  McClanathan, 
Frederick  Allen,  Francis  Gaffney. 

Two  Terms: —  Frederick  Kenney,  Alice  Bullard,  John 
Moran. 

Three  Terms: —  Mary  O’Donnell,  Catherine  O’Donnell, 
James  Kenney. 

SOUTH  SCHOOL, 

One  Term: —  Helena  Rutherford,  Mar}7  Robinson,  John 
Robinson,  Frank  Bartlett,  Charlotte  Keep. 

Two  Terms:—  Alice  Keep. 

COLDBROOK  SCHOOL, 

One  Term: —  Leroy  Monroe,  Hazel  Bemis. 

Two  Terms: —  James  Bemis,  Evelyn  Cody,  Marion 

Winslow. 


SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OP  THE 

Superintendent  of  Schools 

FOR 

The  Central  Worcester  District. 


TOWNS : 


Holden,  Oakham,  Paxton,  Rutland, 

Worcester  County,  Mass. 

March,  1902. 


THE  CENTRAL  WORCESTER  DISTRICT. 


The  district  was  formed  July  16,  1900.  The  services  and 
salary  of  the  superintendent  are  shared  as  follows:  Holden, 
five-tenths;  Oakham,  two-tenths;  Paxton,  one-tenth,  and  Rut¬ 
land,  two-tenths.  The  superintendent’s  year  begins  Aug.  1. 
Thirty-two  teachers  are  employed,  in  thirty  schools.  The 
chairman  of  the  joint  committee  is  Walter  A.  Hunter  of  Rut¬ 
land,  and  the  secretary  is  Mrs.  Marion  E.  Warren  of  Holden. 
The  names  of  the  members  of  the  various  committees,  with 
the  expiration  of  their  respective  terms,  are  shown  below: 

Holden:  James  S.  Holden,  chairman,  1903;  Mrs.  Marion 
E.  W^arren,  secretary,  1904;  Walter  T.  Howe,  1904;  Frank  J. 
Knowlton,  1902;  Mrs.  H.  H.  Holden,  1902;  Mrs.  G.  S.  Graham, 
1903. 

Oakham:  Jesse  Allen,  chairman  and  secretary,  1903;  H.  W. 
Lincoln,  1904;  Mrs.  Minnie  L.  Woodis,  1902. 

Paxton:  Lewis  S.  Clapp,  chairman,  1905;  Mrs.  E.  P.  Keep, 
secretary,  1903;  Mrs.  C.  F.  Flint,  1904. 

Rutland:  Walter  T.  Hunter,  chairman,  1902;  E.  W.  WTard, 
secretary,  1903;  Dr.  David  T.  Butler,  Jr.,  1904. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committees  of  Holden ,  Oakham,  Paxton  and  Rut¬ 
land: 

Tlie  second  annual  report  of  the  superintendent  of  schools 
for  the  Central  Worcester  District  is  herewith  respectfully 
submitted. 

“A  republic’s  chief  business  is  education.”  The  work  of  the 
public  school  has  become  a  most  important  phase  of  our  “chief 
business,”  and  must  therefore  command  the  interest  of  every 
good  citizen.  The  following  pages  contain  a  brief  account  of 
some  of  the  things  done  or  planned  in  our  schools  during  the 
year.  Matters  concerning  the  district  as  a  whole  are  first  pre¬ 
sented,  and  later  those  regarding  the  particular  towns,  I  trust 
that  all  who  may  have  read  thus  far  may  continue  the  read¬ 
ing  to  the  end. 

ATTENDANCE. 

Regular  and  punctual  attendance  on  the  part  of  pupils  is  es¬ 
sential  to  the  attainment  of  the  ends  of  the  schools.  The  laws 
of  the  Commonwealth  require  such  attendance  of  all  children 
between  the  ages  of  seven  and  fourteen,  necessary  absence 
only  being  excused. 

The  “per  cent,  of  attendance”  in  the  “Statistical  Tables” 
which  follow,  and  in  the  “Summary”  here  inserted,  indicates 
the  number  of  days  of  school  attendance  actually  secured  out 
of  each  hundred  days  due  from  the  average  membership.  The 
per  cent,  in  all  the  towns  but  Holden  is  slightly  increased  over 
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Summary  of  Attendance. 


Holden. 

Oakham. 

Paxton. 

Rutland. 

Total. 

No.  enrolled  since  September  1,  1901, 

535 

101 

68 

266 

970 

Average  membership  for  year, 

460.5 

81.8 

63.0 

210.9 

816.2 

Average  attendance  for  year, 

414.5 

76.5 

54.6 

184.9 

730.5 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  for  year, 

90.0 

93.5 

86.6 

87.6 

89.4 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  for  last  year, 

91.8 

92.8 

82.3 

86.4 

88.3 

that  of  last  year,  but  only  Oakliam  exceeds  the  average  for  the 
state,  which  is  92.  The  average  for  the  district,  89.4,  means 
that  more  than  one-tenth  of  the  school  time  and  expenditures 
was  lost  to  those  for  whom  the  schools  are  provided.  The  loss 
by  absence  is  really  much  greater  than  the  per  cent,  indicates, 
as  a  pupil  still  suffers  on  account  of  his  absence  after  he  re¬ 
turns  to  school,  through  his  inability  to  do  the  work  which  his 
classmates  have  done  in  his  absence.  If  the  teacher  gives  the 
irregular  pupil  special  assistance  in  recovering  his  losses,  it 
is  often  at  the  expense  of  the  pupils  who  have  been  regular,  so 
that  others  are  losers  as  well  as  the  delinquent.  State  Super¬ 
intendent  Schaeffer  of  Pennsylvania  has  calculated  from  the 
comparative  earnings  during  a  life  time  of  an  educated  and  an 
uneducated  person  that  a  child’s  school  time,  properly  em¬ 
ployed,  is  worth  about  ten  dollars  per  day.  Computed  on  this 
basis,  the  losses  we  suffer  are  enormous. 

An  examination  of  the  registers  will  show  that  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  absences  are  charged  to  a  small  proportion  of 
the  pupils.  The  large  majority  of  parents  exercise  due  care  in 
the  matter,  and  their  children  are  fairly  regular  in  attendance. 
It  is  the  minority  that  the  compulsory  attendance  law  is  de¬ 
signed  to  reach.  It  is  plain  that  prosecution  under  the  law 
will  be  necessary  in  some  cases  to  remedy  the  difficulty.  I 
have  the  names  of  about  thirty  parents  who  “have  failed  for 
five  day  sessions  or  ten  half-day  sessions  within  a  period  of 
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STATISTICAL  TABLES. 

HOLDEN. 


72 

d 

© 

O 

o 

«♦— i  • 

o  w 

Terms. 

fit  A 
a)  a 

<D  £ 

Average 

Membershi 

©  ® 
Sfi  2 

2 

si 

+2 

C3  c3 

M  o 

SCHOOLS. 

TEACHERS. 

1901-’02. 

^  o 

£ 

O)  G 
<v 

<D 

C3 

6  a 

CS 

c*— 1 

o 

OH 

\ 

A.  K.  Learned,  Prin., 

(  Spring, 

12 

39.0 

36.6 

94.0 

10 

High  School,  -c 

Lily  E.  Gunderson, 

]  Fall. 

16 

48.2 

45.2 

93.9 

18 

Assistant, 

(  Winter 

11 

48.8 

46.0 

94.1 

94.0 

2 

( 

Sadie  G.  Dexter, 

Spring, 

12 

23.9 

22  2 

92.9 

42 

Center  Grammar,  ■< 

Alma  M.  Atwell, 

Fall, 

16 

33.0 

30.0 

91.0 

42 

tt  it 

Winter, 

8 

29.0 

24.0 

82.7 

88.8 

11 

( 

Margery  A.  Rice, 

Spring, 

12 

52.5 

45.0 

85.0 

68 

Center  Primary,  ■< 

tt  it 

Fall, 

16 

40.3 

35.7 

88.5 

111 

( 

tt  It 

Winter, 

8 

36.6 

30.1 

82.2 

85.2 

35 

l 

Edward  B.  Jones, Prin 

Spring, 

12 

22.0 

21.1 

93.0 

34 

Jefferson  Higher,  - 

M.  Bessie  Tidd.  “ 

Fall, 

16 

19.0 

17.9 

94.7 

44 

tt  1 1 

Winter, 

8 

19.0 

17.5 

92.5 

93.4 

18 

Jefferson,  Room  4, -j 

Clara  K.  Bascom, 

Spring, 

12 

23.7 

22.3 

93.9 

7 

1 1  1 1 

Fall, 

16 

35.9 

33.0 

91.7 

61 

1 1  i  l 

Winte  , 

8 

30.8 

25.6 

82.9 

89.5 

15 

( 

Florence  G.  Holden, 

Spring, 

12 

48.1 

44.3 

92.1 

46 

Jefferson,  Room  3,< 

Elizabeth  Hoxie, 

Fall, 

16 

38.1 

35.3 

92.0 

40 

t  i  1 1 

Winter, 

8 

36.6 

32.0 

89.3 

91.1 

24 

\ 

Grace  F.  Mulcahy, 

Spring, 

12 

30.0 

28.3 

95.4 

22 

Jefferson,  Room  2,-j 

Esther  C.  Hendricks, 

Fall, 

16 

38.8 

35.9 

92.6 

21 

tt  tt 

Winter, 

8 

37.7 

32.3 

85.5 

91.1 

15 

( 

Esther  C.  Hendricks, 

Spring. 

12 

38.5 

34.9 

91.6 

24 

Jefferson,  Room  1, k 

Mary  L.  Gove, 

tt  4  k 

Fall, 

16 

27.7 

23.7 

88.4 

8 

Winter 

8 

24.9 

17.8 

75.1 

85.0 

4 

Chaffin,  j 

Grammar,  1 

Florence  L.  Johnson, 

Spring, 

12 

26.1 

25.0 

96.0 

1 

tt  4 1 

»  t  t  4 

Fall, 

Winter, 

16 

8 

32.2 

34.8 

30.0 

30.8 

93.3 

88.4 

92.4 

3 

1 

( 

Mabel  C.  Reid, 

Spring, 

12 

29.1 

26.5 

91.1 

5 

Chaffin,  Primary,  •< 

t  4  4  t 

Fall. 

16 

25.6 

23.6 

94.4 

6 

1 

it  tt 

Winter, 

8 

27.5 

19.0 

72.2 

85.9 

5 

Quinapoxet,  j 

Grammar,  1 

G.  Georgiana  Gibbs, 

Spring, 

12 

14.6 

13.9 

95.2 

0 

Effalene  H.  King, 

Fall, 

16 

28.9 

27.0 

93.2 

31 

Alice  Frye, 

Winter, 

8 

29.4 

24.2 

81.9 

90.1 

40 

Quinapoxet,  j 

Primary,  | 

Jennie  M.  Childs, 

Spring, 

12 

33.7 

32.0 

94.9 

15 

Lillian  A.  Warner, 

Fall. 

16 

26.7 

24.8 

92.5 

49 

it  4  t 

Winter, 

8 

25.5 

19.8 

77.6 

88.3 

32 

( 

Margaret  G.  Fleming, 

Spring, 

12 

17.7 

16.6 

94.5 

4 

North  Woods,  -j 

it  4  t 

Fall, 

16 

16.2 

15.8 

97.5 

5 

tt  tt 

Winter, 

8 

15.9 

15.4 

96.5 

96.1 

13 

l 

A.  Florence  Kirby, 

Spring, 

12 

19.0 

17.4 

91.6 

6 

Springdale,  •< 

1 1  tt 

Fall, 

16 

19.0 

14.6 

88.0 

15 

1 

tt  tt 

Winter, 

8 

14.0 

8.0 

•  59.0 

79.5 

4 

( 

Catherine  E.  Crowe, 

Spring, 

12 

23.0 

21.3 

92.0 

9 

Dawson,  -j 

4  t  4  t 

Fall, 

16 

16.4 

15.2 

92.0 

3 

tt  tt 

Winter, 

7 

19.1 

17.7 

92.0 

92.0 

11 

( 

Sadie  I.  Packard, 

Spring, 

12 

22.4 

22.3 

99.7 

1 

South, 

tt  1 1 

Fall, 

16 

21.2 

21.0 

98.9 

4 

tt  it 

Winter, 

8 

20.8 

19.9 

95.8 

98.1 

16 

PAXTON 


SCHOOL. 

TEACHERS. 

Terms. 

l901-'02. 

No.  Weeks 

in  Term. 

Average 

Membership. 

Average 

Attendance. 

Per  cent. 

of  Attendance. 

Per  cent. 

for  Year. 

No.  Cases  of 

Tardiness. 

( 

Mary  H.  Dow, 

Spring, 

12 

14.9 

13.0 

87.3 

36 

Grammar,  < 

Rachel  U.  Cornwell, 

Fall, 

13 

17.0 

14.8 

87.4 

70 

\ 

4  4  U 

Winter, 

9 

15.6 

12.9 

82.8 

85.8 

80 

( 

M.  Alice  Converse, 

Spring. 

12 

23.1 

20.5 

88.9 

40 

Intermediate,  •< 

44  H 

Fall, 

13 

20.8 

19.2 

92.0 

20 

\ 

.4  4  i 

Winter, 

9 

23.5 

19.6 

83.8 

88.2 

63 

\ 

Rena  Chadwick, 

Spring, 

12 

26.4 

22.8 

86.4 

29 

Primary,  < 

Lulu  M.  Baker, 

Fall, 

13 

24.1 

21.1 

87.5 

2 

} 

44  ‘4 

Winter, 

9 

23.9 

20.1 

84.2 

86.0 

28 

RUTLAND. 


l 

Frank  P.  Ayer,  Prim, 

Spring, 

12 

15.8 

14.9 

89.4 

14 

High  School,  < 

Edith  Brown, 

Fall. 

12 

33.9 

32.4 

96.1 

17 

Assistant, 

Winter, 

9 

31.2 

26.1 

83.3 

89.6 

52 

( 

Jennie  B.  Burnham, 

Spring, 

12 

39.9 

36.0 

90.2 

18 

Center  Grammar,  •< 

4  4  4  4 

Fall, 

12 

48.9 

44.1 

90.0 

29 

1 

4  4  4  4 

Winter, 

9 

44.4 

36.2 

81.3 

87.1 

84 

Center  j 

Intermediate,  | 

Jennie  B.  Haskell. 

Spring, 

12 

32.0 

28.9 

90.0 

30 

Louise  Livermore, 

4  4  4  4 

Fall, 

Winter, 

12 

9 

36.5 

38.6 

32.9 

31.1 

89.0 

79.1 

86.0 

58 

98 

( 

Helen  H.  Jacques, 

Spring, 

12 

59.4 

52.5 

84.0 

44 

Center  Primary  < 

Annie  M.  Jenness, 

Fal, 

12 

44.8 

38.8 

86.0 

36 

4  4  4  4 

Winter, 

9 

31.6 

26.5 

69.0 

79.6 

50 

\ 

Grace  E.  Damon, 

Spring, 

12 

32.6 

27.3 

83.6 

18 

North  Rutland,  -< 

>4  44 

Fall, 

12 

28.3 

24.6 

87.0 

75 

I 

4  4  4  4 

Winter, 

10 

28.4 

21.3 

75.0 

81.9 

46 

( 

Lucy  M.  Grant, 

Spring, 

12 

26.0 

25.0 

96.0 

0 

West  Rutland.  -c 

4  4  (4 

Fall. 

12 

30.0 

28.1 

93.6 

32 

1 

4  4  4  4 

Winter, 

9 

31.0 

29.0 

91.0 

93.5 

9 

OAKHAM. 


( 

Florence  E.  Bothwell, 

Spring, 

10 

18.0 

17.5 

97.6 

12 

Center  Grammar,  -( 

4  4  4  4 

Fall, 

11 

15.2 

14.6 

96.4 

13 

\ 

4  4  4  4 

Winter, 

11 

16.9 

15  8 

93.6 

95.8 

21 

j 

Minnie  M.  Mellen, 

Spring, 

10 

21.5 

20.7 

95.7 

18 

Center  Primary,  -< 

4  4  4  4 

Fall, 

11 

20.0 

19.0 

95.3 

0 

1 

4  4  4  4 

Winter, 

11 

20.2 

19.4 

96.3 

95.7 

0 

( 

Alice  Flitcroft, 

Spring, 

13 

13.5 

13.2 

97.6 

1 

Coldbrook,  < 

44  .4 

Fall, 

10 

12.8 

12.0 

93.3 

5 

\ 

Lena  R.  Edmands, 

Winter, 

11 

13.6 

11.5 

84.0 

91.6 

6 

• 

j 

Alice  Dwelley, 

Spring, 

10 

14.7 

13.2 

87.0 

3 

South,  •< 

Julia  M.  Barnard, 

Fall. 

11 

16.8 

15.2 

90.0 

? 

1 

Mrs.  Minnie  Woodis, 

Winter, 

11 

15.9 

14.0 

87.0 

88.0 

3 

| 

Julia  M.  Barnard, 

Spring, 

10 

13.7 

13.0 

95.0 

10 

West,  -j 

Althea  Russell, 

Fall, 

11 

15.7 

14.8 

94.0 

0 

4  4  4  4 

Winter, 

11 

17.0 

15.8 

93.0 

94.0 

15 

six  months”  to  cause  tlieir  children  to  attend  school  as  the 
statute  requires.  Such  parents,  on  conviction,  are  liable  to  a 
line  of  “not  more  than  twenty  dollars.”  One  father  is  ap¬ 
parently  liable  to  such  line  twice  during  the  past  year  for  each 
of  live  children. 

The  school  authorities  are  permitted  to  excuse  cases  of  nec¬ 
essary  absence,  and  the  responsibility  of  determining  the 
necessity  is  placed  upon  them  alone.  The  school  authorities 
are  therefore  legally  entitled  to  know  the  reason  for  the  ab¬ 
sence.  The  teachers  are  instructed  to  ascertain  as  promptly 
as  possible  the  reason  of  each  absence,  and  to  make  a  record 
on  the  register  as  to  whether  it  is  excused  or  unexcused.  Ill¬ 
ness,  extreme  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  a  few  other  rea¬ 
sons  are  accepted  as  valid.  Absence  on  account  of  work  re¬ 
quired  by  the  parent  is  the  kind  which  the  law  specially  aims 
to  prevent,  and  therefore  is  usually  unexcused. 

The  truant  officers  of  a  town  are  often  at  a  distance,  and  it  is 
sometimes  impossible  to  report  to  them  promptly  cases  need¬ 
ing  their  attention.  Teachers  will  be  instructed  to  use  all  dili¬ 
gence  in  accounting  for  absences,  and  to  call  on  the  officers 
when  it  is  necessary.  A  blank  for  the  teacher’s  report  will  be 
furnished,  and  also  for  the  officer's  report  of  his  investigations. 
The  truant  officers  usually  find  that  the  parent,  not  the  child, 
is  the  blameworthy  party,  though  a  few  voluntary  truants 
have  been  found. 

The  “Summary”  shows  that  Oakham  has  the  highest  aver¬ 
age  per  cent,  of  attendance,  as  last  year.  A  glance  through 
the  tables  will  show  the  comparative  regularity  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  schools.  The  South  school,  in  Holden,  still  has  the  best 
record  of  any  in  the  district,  and  its  per  cent.,  98.1,  is  higher 
than  that  of  last  year.  The  teacher  has  been  many  years  in 
this  school,  and  there  has  been  developed  in  the  neighborhood 
an  ideal  public  sentiment  on  the  matter  of  attendance.  The 
children  go  to  their  business  as  regularly  as  older  persons  go 
to  theirs,  and  the  parents  are  as  interested  in  getting  the  chil¬ 
dren  to  school  as  in  getting  the  milk  to  the  market. 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  are  several  schools  which  are  not 
far  behind  Miss  Packard’s.  With  the  co-operation  of  children, 
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teachers,  parents,  committees,  and  of  truant  officers  when  re¬ 
quired,  it  is  hoped  that  the  number  of  such  schools  may  be 
largely  increased. 

Emphasis  is  placed  on  this  subject  as  a  matter  of  business. 
We  wish  to  have  the  towns  receive  in  school  benefits  what 
they  pay  for.  But  more  important  than  this  is  the  moral  value 
to  the  child  of  the  training  into  habits  of  regularity  and 
promptness  which  school  attendance  involves.  Such  habits 
are  the  foundation  of  success  in  any  sphere  of  life. 

THE  BUSINESS  VIEW  OF  SCHOOL  WORK. 

In  my  report  of  last  year  I  presented  some  ideas  on  the 
school  regarded  as  a  business  enterprise.  The  article  was 
honored  by  a  reprint  in  The  Journal  of  Education.  Dr.  N. 
C.  Schaeffer,  superintendent  of  public  instruction  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  presents  another  phase  of  this  subject  in  such  an 
impressive  manner  that  T  wish  to  bring  his  view  to  the  at¬ 
tention  of  our  citizens.  Superintendent  Schaeffer  writes: 

Assuming  that  an  ignorant  man  has  work  three  hundred  days  in  a  year 
and  earns  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  day  (certainly  a  liberal  estimate),  he  can 
in  forty  years  earn  $18,000.  The  work  of  an  educated  man  is  paid  by  the 
month  or  the  year,  seldom  by  the  day.  Assuming  that  an  educated  man 
earns  $1000  a  year  (a  low  average  estimate),  we  see  that  in  forty  years 
his  earnings  will  amount  to  $40,000.  The  difference  of  $22,000  should  be 
credited  to  the  years  spent  in  getting  an  education.  Dividing  this  amount 
by  the  days  necessary  to  get  a  good  education,  say  twelve  years  of  nine 
months  each,  or  eleven  years  of  200  days  each,  we  get  as  the  value  of  a 
day  properly  improved  at  school  a  sum  equal  to  ten  dollars.  *  *  *  * 

I  he  figures  do  not  appear  incredible  to  those  who  are  familiar  with  the 
well-known  calculation  of  United  States  Commissioner  Harris,  who  com¬ 
pares  the  average  earnings  of  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  United 
States  (average  school  life  equal  to  four  years  of  two  hundred  days  each) 
with,  the  average  earnings  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  (where  the  aver¬ 
age  school  life  is  seven  years  of  two  hundred  days  each)  and  finds  an  ex¬ 
cess  of  earnings  which  amounts  for  the  entire  population  of  that  Common¬ 
wealth  to  the  magnificent  sum  of  tvTo  hundred  and  fifty  million  dollars 
annually. 

If  a  boy  has  not  made  a  mistake  in  selecting  his  parents,  that  is,  if  he 
has  been  boi  n  with  a  sound  mind  in  a  sound  body,  if  he  grows  up  in  a 
good  home  and  enjoys  the  tuition  of  good  teachers  for  the  time  above  spec¬ 
ified,  which,  of  course,  includes  a  good  high  school  course,  the  calculation 
that  a  boy’s  time  at  school  is  worth  ten  dollars  a  day  will  not  be  found 
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far  wrong.  If  to  the  high  school  course  he  adds  college  and  professional 
courses,  a  simple  calculation  will  show  that  the  time  properly  improved 
in  study  is  worth  double,  if  not  many  times,  this  amount.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  abridges  his  school  days  by  irregular  attendance  or  by  ab¬ 
sence  either  at  the  beginning  or  end  of  the  term,  he  inevitably  diminishes 
the  value  of  the  days  on  which  he  attends  school.  In  other  words,  the 
value  of  school  days  is  enhanced  by  regular  attendance,  by  the  length  and 
thoroughness  of  the  course  of  study  pursued,  whilst  their  value  in  future 
earning  power  is  diminished  by  breaks  in  the  attendance,  by  short  terms 
of  school,  by  poor  teaching  and  by  failure  to  improve  the  time  spent  at 
school.  ***** 

It  is  apparent  that  if  a  farmer  keeps  his  ten-year-old  son  at  home  to  do 
work  which  is  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  day,  while 
every  day  of  the  boy’s  time  properly  spent  at  school  yields  ten  dollars  in 
future  earning  capacity,  he  is  really  robbing  eight  and  a  half  dollars  from 
the  family  estate.  Even  if  this  result  is  two  or  three  times  as  high  as  it 
should  be,  the  foregoing  still  remains  a  case  of  robbing  the  boy  of  future 
earning  capacity. 


THE  WORK  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  only  specific  power  granted  by  statute  to  a  school  su¬ 
perintendent  in  Massachusetts  is  that  of  approving  “age  and 
schooling  certificates”  for  children  over  fourteen  employed  in 
factories.  His  function  of  “the  care  and  supervision  of  the 
public  schools”  is  exercised  “under  the  direction  and  control 
of  the  committee.”  Whatever  theoretical  confusion  may  exist 
as  to  the  respective  duties  of  the  committee  and  superintend¬ 
ent,  no  practical  difficulty  has  arisen  in  this  district.  Some  of 
the  work  performed  “under  the  direction  and  control  of  the 
committee”  is  described  below: 

1.  Visiting  Schools. — Nearly  all  the  school  days  have  been 
spent  in  the  school-rooms,  only  an  occasional  day  being  taken 
for  pressing  work  at  the  office.  School  visitation  includes  the 
observation  of  the  work  of  the  teacher  and  pupils,  the  giving 
of  lessons  intended  to  illustrate  or  suggest  future  lines  of  ef¬ 
fort  for  the  teacher,  the  testing  of  pupils  with  reference  to 
suggestions  previously  given,  and  general  consultation  with 
the  teacher  on  matters  of  instruction  or  management.  Com¬ 
mendation  or  suggestion  is  frequently  written  in  a  note-book 
furnished  for  the  purpose  to  every  teacher's  desk. 
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2.  Teachers’  Meetings. — Two  regular  meetings  have  been 
held  in  each  town  in  each  of  the  fall  and  spring  terms,  and 
one  in  the  winter  term.  At  these  meetings  the  broader  as¬ 
pects  of  our  work  have  been  discussed,  with  a  view  to  making 
them  helpful  to  teachers  of  all  grades.  At  several  of  the 
meetings  special  papers  by  teachers  have  been  presented,  and 
in  all,  opportunity  for  general  discussion  has  been  given.  The 
winter  meeting  had  for  its  topic  “Moral  Culture  in  the 
School.” 

In  the  spring  term,  four  special  meetings,  described  else¬ 
where,  were  held  for  instruction  in  drawing.  In  the  same 
term  an  institute  was  held  at  Rutland  for  all  the  teachers  of 
the  district.  At  this  meeting  we  enjoyed  the  helpful  services 
of  Mr.  J.  W.  MacDonald,  agent  of  the  Board  of  Education,  and 
of  Mr.  Walter  Sargent,  the  assistant  agent  for  drawing.  In 
the  fall  term  nearly  all  our  teachers  attended  the  meeting  of 
the  Worcester  County  Teachers’  Association. 

At  the  next  regular  meeting  in  the  towns,  “The  Teaching  of 
Geography”  will  be  considered.  Members  of  the  committees 
and  all  others  interested  are  invited  to  attend  and  participate. 

3.  The  Teachers’  Portfolio. — Each  teacher  has  been  furnished 
a  durable  portfolio  in  which  to  preserve  mimeographed  pages 
of  directions,  outlines  of  topics  for  meetings,  suggestions  for 
special  study,  and  other  matter  sent  to  her  by  the  superin¬ 
tendent  from  time  to  time.  She  is  directed  to  place  in  the 
same  portfolio  her  own  notes  of  teachers’  meetings.  This 
portfolio  is  very  useful  to  the  permanent  teacher,  and  is  even 
more  so  to  the  new  teacher  as  a  means  of  informing  her  of  the 
plans  of  work  in  progress  with  which  she  is  expected  to  fall  in 
line.  The  portfolio  now  contains  thirty-seven  pages.  A  few 
of  the  titles  included  in  its  contents  are  the  following:  “Train¬ 
ing  and  Teaching,”  “Some  Fundamentals  in  Arithmetic,”  “Di¬ 
rections  for  Written  Examinations,”  “The  Care  of  School  Ma¬ 
terial,”  “Notes  for  the  New  Year,”  “Patrons’  Day,”  “Notes  on 
the  Three  R’s,”  “Morals  and  Manners.” 

4.  The  Nomination  of  Teachers. — Except  in  a  few  instances 
where  satisfactory  teachers  have  been  immediately  available, 
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the  tilling  of  vacancies  in  the  teaching  force  has  involved  con¬ 
siderable  preliminary  correspondence,  and  the  sifting  of  can¬ 
didates.  The  superintendent  has  done  this  work,  and  has 
nominated  to  the  committees  the  best  .teachers  he  could  find 
at  the  salary  allowed.  In  several  instances  committees  have 
placed  upon  the  superintendent  the  entire  responsibility  of 
the  choice. 

5.  Examinations ,  and  Promotions. — The  superintendent  in¬ 
tends,  through  both  oral  and  written  examinations,  to  keep 
informed  as  to  the  progress  of  classes,  and  to  have  before  him  in 
tangible  form  the  data  on  which  to  base  his  action  in  deciding 
cases  where  promotion  is  doubtful.  Examinations  are  given 
also  for  the  purpose  of  learning  the  results  of  teaching  on 
special  points,  with  a  view  to  the  guidance  of  the  teacher. 

6.  The  Purchase  of  Books  and  Supplies. — In  the  choice  of 
books  to  be  recommended  for  purchase  the  most  careful  con¬ 
sideration  has  been  given  to  the  character  of  the  books,  and 
to  the  special  needs  designed  to  be  met  by  their  use.  By  care¬ 
ful  investigation  of  the  market,  and  by  purchasing  for  the 
whole  district,  the  standard  school  supplies  have  been  ob¬ 
tained  at  low  prices. 

Miscellaneous  Duties. — The  correspondence  of  the  office,  the 
examination  of  new  text-books,  the  reading  of  current  educa¬ 
tional  periodicals  and  a  few,  at  least,  of  the  best  new  books  in 
pedagogy,  together  with  the  special  preparation  of  his  daily 
work,  furnish  occupation  for  the  superintendent’s  evenings, 
Saturdays,  and  the  school  vacations.  He  himself  can  take  no 
vacations  from  September  to  June,  and  only  a  short  one  in  the 
summer. 

When  the  long  rides  incident  to  a  country  superintendency 
are  added  to  all  the  foregoing,  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  of¬ 
fice  is  no  sinecure.  However,  the  interesting  nature  of  the 
work,  the  co-operation  of  loyal  and  responsive  teachers,  the 
support  of  able  committees,  the  opportunity  of  acquaintance 
with  so  many  intelligent  citizens,  and  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
progress  in  the  schools  have  rendered  the  labor  very  enjoy¬ 
able. 
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TEACHING  AND  TEACHERS. 

A  new  and  higher  conception  of  the  importance  of  the  work 
of  the  public  school  in  our  social  development,  formerly  held 
only  by  the  few,  has  now  become  general.  The  spread  of  this 
higher  conception  of  school  work  has  greatly  increased  the  de¬ 
mands  upon  the  teacher.  A  love  for  children  and  power  to 
control  them,  patience,  evenness  of  temper,  natural  tact,  and 
a  high  moral  character,  are  as  essential  as  ever,  but,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  all  these  qualities,  the  teacher  who  perfectly  fulfills 
the  obligations  of  her  position  must  be  capable  of  being  and 
willing  to  be  a  student. 

The  modern  conception  regards  the  formal  work  of  the 
school-room  as  an  attempt  to  stimulate  to  fullest  exercise, 
and  to  guide  in  the  most  profitable  channels,  the  native  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  child.  This  conception  requires  on  the  teacher’s 
part  an  acquaintance,  the  fuller  the  better,  with  the  whole 
“circle  of  the  sciences,”  with  history  and  literature,  and  with 
all  the  fields  from  which  she  is  to  draw  nutriment  for  the 
minds  to  whose  growth  she  is  called  to  minister.  Whatever 
her  previous  academic  preparation,  if  she  is  to  arouse  and 
maintain  the  interest  of  pupils  in  the  subjects  she  teaches,  her 
own  interest  in  those  subjects  must  be  kept  alive  by  fresh  and 
extended  study  of  them. 

The  child  himself,  his  nature  and  peculiarities,  and  the  law's 
of  his  growth,  form  another  field  to  which  the  teacher  must 
apply  her  mind.  This  phase  of  the  teacher's  work  has  be¬ 
come  in  recent  years  one  of  the  most  vital  interest.  The  re¬ 
sults  of  the  labors  of  specialists  in  “child  study”  are  becoming 
available  to  the  common  school  teacher,  and  she  must  reduce 
them  to  her  service. 

Again,  the  whole  subject  of  methods  of  teaching,  or  the  best 
ways  of  adapting  the  material  of  instruction  to  the  growing 
mind,  demands  constant  study  from  the  teacher. 

About  all  these  lines  of  investigation  there  now  exists  a 
growing  body  of  valuable  literature,  with  which  the  earnest, 
progressive  teacher  must  seek  acquaintance. 

In  short,  the  instruction  and  management  of  a  school  is  a 
complex  and  difficult  art,  requiring  for  its  most  successful 
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practice  a  sound  body  and  a  vigorous  intellect,  warm  emotions, 
with  unfailing  tact  and  self-control,  strong  sympathy  with 
children,  and,  added  to  all  this,  liberal  scholarship,  special 
professional  preparation  and  continued  study  of  the  art  and 
its  underlying  science.  The  attempt  on  the  part  of  conscien¬ 
tious  teachers  to  meet  all  these  requirements,  added  to  the 
nervous  expenditure  incident  to  vital,  vigorous  teaching,  ren¬ 
ders  necessary  the  greatest  economy  of  time  and  energy.  Ra¬ 
tional  recreation  and  occasional  relief  from  the  burden  are  re¬ 
quisite  in  order  to  maintain  the  desirable  physical  and  mental 
condition.  Parents  may  do  much  to  lighten  the  labor  of  teach¬ 
ers  by  expression  of  appreciation,  by  avoidance  of  uninformed 
criticism,  and  by  seeking  to  establish  unity  of  aim  and 
effort  in  the  relations  of  home  and  school.  The  teacher  has 
been  taken  into  partnership  with  the  parent  in  the  great  en¬ 
terprise  of  educating  the  children.  Mutual  acquaintance  and 
esteem  are  essential  to  the  highest  success  of  the  enterprise. 

THE  COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

No  complete  course  of  studies  for  all  the  schools  of  the 
district  has  yet  been  formulated.  Conditions  vary  so  much 
in  the  several  towns,  and  even  among  the  schools  of  a  town, 
that  it  has  been  thought  wiser  to  let  the  process  of  growing 
together  continue  for  at  least  another  year  before  attempting 
definite  common  requirements  in  the  various  subjects.  Unity 
of  purpose  and  common  observance  of  fundamental  principles 
have  been  sought,  however,  and  soon  a  definite  though  flex¬ 
ible  general  course  of  studies  will  be  useful.  Some  of  the 
aims  and  results  of  our  work  in  special  subjects  are  described 
below. 

Reading. — The  development  of  power  to  read  well  orally  has 
been  particularly  emphasized.  Pupils  are  now  generally  re¬ 
quired  to  stand  before  the  class,  and  to  read  to  the  class  and 
the  teacher.  Good  oral  reading  is  conceived  as  involving,  (a) 
thinking  the  author’s  thoughts  and  sharing  his  feelings;  (b) 
adequately  expressing  with  the  voice  those  thoughts  and  feel¬ 
ings;  and  (c)  arousing  similar  thoughts  and  feelings  in  the 
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minds  of  tlie  hearers.  As  a  result  of  persistent  effort  on  the 
part  of  teachers  there  has  been  marked  improvement  in  the 
oral  reading. 

Another  phase  of  the  subject  was  emphasized  in  a  circular 
to  teachers,  which  I  quote: 

Development  of  power  to  study  is  one  of  the  pressing  needs  in  all  the 
schools.  Ability  to  read  the  text  is  one  of  the  essential  conditions  prelim¬ 
inary  to  the  study  of  the  text.  The  oral  reading  of  matter  to  be  studied 
will  often  be  valuable  in  showing  the  teacher  the  pupil’s  difficulties.  Prob¬ 
lems  in  arithmetic,  grammar  lessons,  geography  and  history  lessons  may  all 
be  used  in  learning  to  read,  and  thus  giving  the  pupil  power  to  read  to 
learn. 

I  ask  every  teacher  to  give  special  attention  to  this  matter  of  developing 
power  in  pupils  to  read  and  to  study  the  printed  matter  in  their  hands. 
Try  experiments  and  report  results.  Persevere  in  devices  found  useful. 

In  the  purchase  of  material  for  reading,  it  has  been  the  aim 
to  secure  one  good  standard  series  of  reading  books  as  far 
as  the  fourth  book,  which  every  child  should  carefully  read, 
and  to  add  to  this  series  as  many  other  good  books  of  corre¬ 
sponding  grade  as  can  be  profitably  used.  An  increased 
amount,  as  well  as  improved  quality,  is  desired  in  our  school 
reading. 

Arithmetic. — In  my  report  of  last  year  I  referred  to  certain 
fundamental  ideas  which  we  were  seeking  to  incorporate  into 
the  thinking  and  the  school-room  practice  of  the  teachers. 
Some  of  these  ideas  may  be  thus  stated: 

1.  Numbering  is  a  mode  of  judgment  used  in  measuring 
quantity.  The  result  of  the  measurement  is  a  number. 

2.  The  child  begins  to  measure  and  number  long  before  lie 
comes  to  school.  Men  are  constantly  measuring  and  number¬ 
ing  in  all  the  arts  of  life.  The  intervening  school  period  should 
train  and  develop  the  numbering  instinct  as  a  preparation  for 
the  needs  of  later  life.  Becoming  acquainted  with  the  units 
of  measurement,  and  learning  to  use  them  by  using  them  should 
form  a  large  part  of  the  arithmetic  work. 

3.  All  number  work  should  be  upon  material  which  is  real 
to  the  child.  Hence,  in  neither  elementary  nor  advanced 
arithmetic,  should  the  work  be  pushed  far  beyond  the  pupil’s 
experiences  and  needs.  All  arithmetic  should  be  mental ,  in 
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the  sense  that  the  mind  is  employed  upon  the  realities  in¬ 
volved,  whether  at  the  same  time  the  pencil  is  used  or  not. 

4.  In  the  daily  class-room  exercises,  the  following  aims 
should  be  persistently  sought:  (a)  The  development  of  power 
to  image  and  hold  before  the  mind  the  magnitudes,  conditions, 
and  requirements  of  the  problem  in  hand,  (b)  The  develop¬ 
ment  of  power  to  reason  upon  the  conditions  given,  (c)  The 
development  of  power  to  perform  the  computations  required 
with  accuracy  and  reasonable  speed,  (d)  The  development  of 
power  to  express  in  an  orderly,  clear,  and  positive  manner 
the  thinking  involved  in  the  solution  of  the  problem. 

As  was  reported  last  year,  the  Werner  series  was  consid¬ 
ered  the  best  text-book  help  to  the  teacher  in  her  efforts  to 
embody  these  ideas  in  practice.  The  books  have  now  been  in 
use  more  than  a  year  in  some  schools,  and  where  the  teacher 
has  comprehended  and  faithfully  applied  their  plan,  superior 
results  have  appeared.  The  introduction  of  the  books  has  now 
been  begun  in  all  the  towns  of  the  district,  and  it  is  expected 
that,  as  pupils  come  up  through  the  new  course,  a  distinct  ad¬ 
vance  over  previous  results  will  be  evident. 

Physiology. — An  extract  from  a  circular  to  teachers  will 
show  what  has  been  attempted  in  this  subject: 

Each  teacher  will  give  a  course  of  at  least  thirty  lessons  in  physiology 
during  the  winter.  In  buildings  of  two  or  more  rooms,  the  lessons  may 
be  given  to  all  the  pupils  of  a  room  at  once.  In  ‘‘ungraded”  schools  it  will 
usually  be  advisable  to  form  two  classes. 

In  conducting  the  course,  the  *  following  considerations  should  be  ob¬ 
served  : 

1.  The  subject  as  defined  by  statute  is  “physiology  and  hygiene,  which, 
in  botli  divisions  of  the  subject,  shall  include  special  instruction  as  to  the 
effects  of  alcoholic  drinks,  narcotics  and  stimulants  on  the  human  system.” 
It  is  to  be  taught  to  “all  pupils  in  all  schools  as  a  regular  branch  of  study.” 

2.  The  general  method  should  be  observational  and  experimental,  with 
the  study  of  a  text-book  in  the  higher  grades  as  a  means  of  reviewing  and 
fixing  the  matter  presented  in  previous  oral  lessons.  Observations  of  the 
living  human  body  should  be  supplemented  by  the  study  of  material  from 
the  butcher,  microscopic  slides,  charts,  pictures,  and  other  illustrative  ma¬ 
terial. 

3.  The  structure  and  function  of  the  bodily  organs  should  be  taught 
mainly  as  a  means  of  making  clear  and  impressive  the  facts  of  practical  hy¬ 
giene.  The  main  test  of  success  is  the  formation  and  strengthening  of 
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healthful  habits  of  living  on  the  part  of  pupils.  The  practical  should  be 
kept  in  the  foreground. 

4.  The  demonstrated  facts  in  regard  to  the  effects  of  alcoholic  drinks, 
tobacco,  etc.,  should  be  taught  as  a  part  of  practical  hygiene.  The  moral 
effects  of  the  use  of  these  substances  should  be  judiciously  but  positively 
presented.  “Total  abstinence”  may  be  safely  urged  as  the  wisest  course. 

5.  While  formal  and  direct  instruction  may  be  limited  to  a  few  weeks 
of  the  year,  the  maintenance  of  healthful  conditions  in  the  school-room, 
and  the  securing  of  healthful  practices  on  the  part  of  pupils  should  be  the 
teacher’s  continuous  care. 

With  this  circular  there  was  furnished  to  the  teachers  a 
somewhat  detailed  course  of  lessons  under  the  following  gen¬ 
eral  topics:  “The  Body  as  a  Whole,”  “The  Skin,”  “The  Digest¬ 
ive  Organs,”  “The  Blood,”  “Review  of  Nutrition,”  “Foods  and 
Beverages.”  From  observations  I  have  made,  I  judge  the 
course  has  been  conducted  with  fair  success. 

Nature  Study. — This  subject  is  conceived  as  an  attempt  to 
continue  in  the  school  by  simple,  direct  and  natural  means 
the  process  of  getting  acquainted  with  his  surroundings  which 
the  child  spontaneously  begins  in  the  cradle,  and  to  develop 
into  lasting  forms  his  innate  interest  in  the  natural  world. 
Nearly  all  the  teachers  have  reported  successful  work  in  the 
subject.  To  show  the  meaning  and  spirit  of  nature  study, 
I  can  do  no  better  than  to  quote  from  the  last  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education : 

e/ 

The  development  ideal  suggests  that  here  is  a  magnificent  field  for  the 
children  to  work  in,  accessible  at  the  seaside,  among  the  mountains,  in  the 
city,  in  the  country,  in  seed  time  and  harvest,  always  attractive,  and  full 
of  challenges  to  closer  acquaintance.  Why  not  utilize  in  fuller  measure 
the  child’s  interest  in  nature,  lead  him  to  more  acute  observation  of  her 
facts  and  to  a  freer  use  of  them  in  expression,  put  them  on  the  trail  of 
some  of  her  wondrous  thoughts,  and  quicken  his  soul  in  her  stimulating 
presence?  May  not  this  be  done  in  non-bookish,  personal,  active,  natural, 
out-door  ways?  The  great  thoughts  of  nature  little  children  may  grasp, 

•  or  at  least  the  germs  of  them.  *  *  *  *  Surely,  the  main  thing  here  is 

a  teacher  fond  of  nature;  and  competent  to  take  the  children  to  her.  Much 
can  be  done  even  without  a  set  programme  of  themes  and  times.  Now,  na¬ 
ture  study  in  some  such  spirit  as  this  is  not  an  overtax  for  children,  but  a 
recreation.  The  burden  is  for  the  teacher  who  cannot  direct  it. 

Drawing. — This  subject  is  among  those  required  by  statute. 
For  the  most  successful  work  a  special  teacher  is  usually  con¬ 
sidered  necessary.  Such  a  teacher  is  employed  in  the  Holden 
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High  School  one  day  per  week,  but  in  no  other  schools.  The 
regular  teachers  are  making  creditable  efforts  in  the  sub¬ 
ject,  and  in  many  cases  good  results  are  secured. 

During  the  spring  term  Miss  Emily  Dickinson,  teach¬ 
er  of  drawing  in  the  Holden  High  School,  was  employed  to 
give  special  instruction  to  the  teachers.  Two  classes  were 
formed,  one  at  Holden,  for  the  Holden  teachers,  and  the  other 
at  Rutland,  for  the  teachers  of  that  town  and  of  Oakham  and 
Paxton.  Each  class  met  four  times  on  Saturday  mornings, 
spending  nearly  three  hours  in  practical  work  under  Miss  Dick¬ 
inson’s  direction.  Nearly  all  the  teachers  attended  every 
meeting,  and  found  the  instruction  very  helpful.  The  expense 
was  shared  by  the  towns  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  teach¬ 
ers. 

As  a  guide  in  their  work,  the  teachers  use  the  outline  course 
prepared  by  the  state  agents  for  drawing.  Two  lessons  per 
week  are  given. 

Other  Subjects. — The  superintendent  has  given  due  attention 
to  the  other  subjects  of  the  elementary  course,  and  also 
to  the  high  school  subjects.  The  written  examinations, 
as  well  as  his  observations,  show  that  we  are  making 
decided  gains  over  last  year  in  the  thoroughness  of  the  teach¬ 
ing  and  the  character  of  its  results. 

PATRONS7  DAY. 

It  is  proposed  to  make  general  this  year  a  plan  which  was 
carried  out  successfully  by  several  schools  in  the  district  last 
year.  For  the  purpose  of  promoting  acquaintance  with  the 
work  of  the  schools  on  the  part  of  patrons,  a  special  day  will 
be  observed  during  the  coming  spring  term,  which,  for  want 
of  a  better  name,  we  may  call  “Patrons’  Day.”  Special  invita¬ 
tions  to  visit  the  school  will  be  issued,  and  an  opportunity 
will  be  given  visitors  (a)  to  observe  the  teacher  and  pupils 
engaged  in  their  regular  daily  work  of  teaching,  study,  and 
recitation;  (b)  to  inspect  an  exhibit  of  pupils’  written  papers, 
drawings,  and  other  handiwork,  and  (c)  to  participate  in  a 
conference  on  matters  of  common  interest  to  patrols  and  teach¬ 
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Preparation  for  the  day  involves  (a)  the  doing  of  the  regular 
work  of  the  school  day  by  day  through  the  year  in  the  best 
manner  possible;  (b)  the  preservation  as  completed  of  each 
pupil’s  handiwork,  and  the  final  arrangement  of  it  for  con¬ 
venient  inspection;  (c)  the  planning  by  the  teacher  of  a  simple, 
informal  programme  for  the  conference. 

The  exhibit  of  work  should  include  the  pupil’s  writing 
books,  and  other  exercise  books,  his  compositions,  samples  of 
written  recitations  and  test  exercises,  maps  and  other  draw¬ 
ings,  in  short,  anything  tangible  by  which  the  results  and  some¬ 
thing  of  the  methods  of  the  school  may  be  seen  or  inferred. 
Nothing  is  to  be  done  simply  for  display,  but  the  pupil  is  to 
be  led  to  do  the  things  judged  best  for  him  in  the  best  way, 
and  the  work  exhibited  for  inspection  and  criticism. 

The  schools  belong  to  the  parents  every  day  in  the  year, 
and  visits  are  welcomed  at  any  time.  But  when  the  invitations 
for  “Patrons’  Day”  are  received,  it  is  hoped  that  every  parent 
will  plan  to  spend  a  half  day  in  school  with  his  children.  Ex¬ 
tended  experience  with  the  plan  described  leaves  no  doubt  of 
its  success. 

THE  TOWNS  IN  PARTICULAR. 

Repairs. — The  thorough  renovation  of  the  four  single-room 
buildings,  recommended  in  my  report  last  year,  was  accom¬ 
plished  during  the  summer  vacation.  The  two  rooms  at  the 
Centre  were  also  renovated.  By  careful  attention  to  the  se¬ 
lection  of  the  colors  of  paint  and  paper,  a  pleasing  effect  was 
produced  without  addition  to  the  cost.  The  superintendent 
spent  considerable  time  during  the  summer  in  the  oversight  of 
these  repairs  and  of  other  work. 

Attention  was  called  last  year  to  the  desirability  of  re¬ 
placing  the  furniture  of  three  rooms  with  adjustable  seats 
and  desks.  Such  seats  and  desks  have  recently  been  pur¬ 
chased  for  the  room  most  needing  them,  the  grammar  room 
at  Chaffin. 

During  the  coming  year,  the  large  building  at  Jefferson  will 
need  repainting  outside,  and  kalsomining  and  otherwise  fresh¬ 
ening  witliifi.  The  heating  plant  at  Quinapoxet  is  reported 
as  needing  complete  renewal. 
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Teachers. — We  were  obliged  to  secure  six  new  teachers  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer  vacation.  One  of  these  resigned  at  the  end  of 
the  fall  term.  We  consider  ourselves  fortunate  in  having  so 
strong  a  force  of  teachers  as  the  one  now  employed.  All  have 
been  re-elected. 

In  organizing  the  schools  in  September,  the  pupils  were  so 
distributed  in  the  various  rooms  that  no  assistants  were  re¬ 
quired,  as  was  the  case  in  some  rooms  the  previous  year. 

Consolidation. — The  committee  has  considered  in  former 
years  the  advisability  of  conveying  the  pupils  of  the  North 
Woods  school  to  Jefferson.  The  families  are  so  located  that 
this  could  easily  be  done,  and  the  children  would  receive  much 
greater  advantages  in  the  grades  at  Jefferson.  I  strongly  rec¬ 
ommend  that  transportation  be  begun  at  the  opening  of  the 
fall  term. 

The  Ninth  Grade. — The  plan  suggested  last  year  of  placing 
all  the  ninth-grade  pupils  of  the  town  in  the  high  school  build¬ 
ing  for  instruction  by  the  high  school  teachers  was  adopted  by 
the  committee.  The  fact  that  the  high  school  would  comprise 
but  two  regular  classes  this  year  made  the  time  particularly 
opportune  for  the  introduction  of  the  plan.  Twenty-two  pu¬ 
pils  have  formed  the  grade.  The  attendance  and  interest  of 
the  class  have  been  very  commendable.  Those  who  pass  to 
the  high  school  will  enter  with  a  much  better  preparation 
than  previous  classes  have  had,  and  should  be  able  to  do  more 
and  better  work.  Special  attention  is  being  given  to  the 
grades  just  below  the  ninth,  so  that  more  advanced  and 
stronger  work  in  the  high  school  will  be  rendered  possible 
as  successive  classes  reach  it. 

High  School. — Secretary  Hill  recently  wrote  the  following 
of  the  small  country  high  schools: 

High  schools  with  two  teachers  can  only  do  justice  to  a  full  high  school 
course  when  the  work  is  reduced  to  the  simplest  and  most  manageable 
forms.  It  is  difficult  for  such  schools  to  do  much  in  science;  laboratories 
are  generally  not  feasible;  the  conditions  favor  a  bookish  trend,  rather. 
And  yet,  if  they  are  fortunate  in  their  teachers,  these  small  high  schools, 
in  spite  of  their  limitations,  render  a  valuable  service. 

The  Holden  High  School  has  been  “fortunate  in  its  teach¬ 
ers,”  and  has  rendered  “valuable  service”  to  the  town.  With 
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a  view  of  making  that  service  still  more  valuable,  the  com¬ 
mittee  have  approved  the  plan,  of  offering  two  courses  of 
study  instead  of  one,  as  heretofore.  The  new  course  will  re¬ 
quire  no  Latin,  and  will  aim  to  meet  the  needs  of  those  who 
prefer  not  to  pursue  that  subject.  Mr.  Learned,  the  principal, 
has  written  of  this  matter  in  his  report  which  follows: 

Mr.  Herbert  J.  Jones, 

Superintendent  of  Schools: 

The  present  enrollment  of  pupils  and  arrangement  of  classes  in  the  High 
School  require  that  attention  be  given  to  that  perennial  subject  of  school 
supervision,  the  revision  of  the  course  of  study  in  the  High  School. 

As  a  result  of  a  careful  study  of  the  immediate  situation  by  those  most 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  it,  of  a  comparison  of  courses  of  study  in 
schools  of  the  same  rank  as  this,  and  of  consideration  of  suggestions  offered 
by  the  agents  of  the  State  Board  of  Education,  it  is  hoped  that  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  another  school-year,  lines  of  work  may  be  arranged  that  will 
furnish  somewhat  more  of  science,  of  history,  and  of  literature  than  has 
been  possible  in  the  past,  without  detracting  in  the  least  from  the  results 
which  have  been  sought  in  mathematics,  Latin,  French  and  English. 

The  effort  should  be  made  to  furnish  two  courses  of  study  of  equal  thor¬ 
oughness  and  of  equal  educational  value.  No  pupil,  after  adopting  one  of 
these,  should  be  allowed,  except  for  the  best  of  reasons,  to  change  his  work. 
Too  much  laxity  in  this  respect  has  been  allowed  in  the  past.  Every  pupil 
should  take  at  least  three  studies,  in  two  of  which  he  should  be  held  to  the 
most  rigorous  standards  of  preparation  and  recitation.  Any  course  that, 
because  of  the  number  of  studies  in  it,  makes  it  seem  necessary  for  the 
teacher  to  accept  shiftless  methods  of  preparation  and  recitation  is  to  be 
condemned,  not  only  by  teachers  and  superintendents,  but  by  parents  and 
pupils. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  K.  LEARNED,  Principal. 

The  successful  conduct  of  the  broadened  high  school 
courses  of  study  will  require  direct  and  vigorous 
methods  of  teaching,  a  considerable  increase  in  the  amount  of 
study  required  from  pupils,  and  possibly  a  lengthening  of  the 
present  school  day.  Mr.  Learned’s  confidence  in  the  feasibility 
of  the  new  plan  is  shared  by  the  superintendent,  and  the  com¬ 
mittee  may  be  assured  of  a  substantial  addition  to  the  useful¬ 
ness  of  the  high  school,  which  is  now  the  pride  of  the  town. 
When  the  number  of  high  school  classes  becomes  complete 
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again,  the  work  of  these  classes,  with  that  of  the  ninth  grade, 
will  make  the  employment  of  a  third  teacher  imperative. 

Seven  students  received  diplomas  at  the  hands  of  the  super¬ 
intendent  last  June,  and  one  a  certificate  of  the  work  com¬ 
pleted.  The  class  left  as  their  gift  to  the  school  a  bust  of 
Shakespeare. 

Two  of  the  seven  graduates  have  entered  the  Normal  School 
at  Worcester,  two  returned  to  the  high  school  for  further 
work,  one  is  preparing  for  college  by  private  study,  and  two 
are  engaged  in  business.  There  is  no  senior  class  the  present 
year. 


RUTLAND. 

Repairs. — The  North  Rutland  building  was  much  improved 
by  repairs  during  the  summer.  A  defect  which  has  developed 
since  will  need  attention  this  year.  The  West  Rutland  build- 
ing  is  now  in  very  poor  condition,  and  should  be  completely 
renovated  during  the  coming  summer. 

Attendance. — The  Roll  of  Honor  printed  in  the  committee’s 
report,  and  the  fact  that  many  whose  names  do  not  appear  in 
it  have  been  absent  very  little,  shows  that  commendation  is  de¬ 
served  by  the  majority  of  pupils  and  parents.  But  there  is 
room  for  marked  improvement  in  the  record  of  many  others. 
One  part  of  the  town  in  particular  will  probably  require  the 
closer  attention  of  the  truant  officers  in  order  to  bring  about 
the  regular  attendance  desired. 

Equipment. — Some  progress  has  been  made  in  furnishing  the 
schools  with  improved  text-books  since  my  service  began,  but 
limited  means  have  prevented  the  purchase  of  other  much- 
needed  equipment.  The  town  has  little  in  the  line  of  globes, 
maps,  supplementary  reading,  reference  books,  apparatus  for 
the  high  school,  and  other  useful  appliances.  A  considerable 
sum  may  be  wisely  spent  in  improving  our  outfit  for  effective 
teaching. 

Teachers. — Miss  Helen  Jacques,  who  had  efficiently  con¬ 
ducted  the  Centre  primary  school  for  several  years,  resigned  in 
June  to  be  married,  and  Miss  Jennie  Haskell,  who  had  similar- 
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lv  served  in  tlie  intermediate  room,  resigned  for  a  needed  rest. 
We  were  fortunate  in  retaining  all  tlie  other  teachers.  The 
twro  vacancies  were  satisfactorily  filled.  The  retention  of  the 
whole  of  our  present  force  is  very  desirable. 

By  placing  the  eighth  grade  at  the  Centre  in  the  high  school 
room,  and  by  the  proper  distribution  of  the  other  grades,  we 
wTere  able  to  dispense  with  an  assistant  in  the  primary  room. 

High  School. — The  quotation  from  Secretary  Hill  in  the  Hol¬ 
den  notes,  and  the  remarks  following,  apply  also  here.  Mr. 
Ayer  and  Miss  Brown,  his  assistant,  have  wTon  the  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  committee  and  the  community  for  their  effective 
work.  Mr.  Ayer  reports  as  follows: 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

As  heretofore,  the  high  school  teachers  have  striven  for  accuracy  and 
thoroughness  on  the  part  of  pupils  in  every  study.  It  is  obviously  impos¬ 
sible,  considering  the  length  of  our  school  year,  to  cover  so  much  ground  as 
many  high  schools  do,  but  a  thorough  grasp  of  the  work  attempted  has 
been  insisted  upon. 

The  work  has  been  greatly  hindered  by  the  lack  of  necessary  appliances 
to  make  the  various  courses  practical,  and  by  the  irregular  attendance  of 
the  pupils.  We  feel  it  impossible  to  obtain  satisfactory  results,  unless 
each  pupil  is  present  every  session,  thus  avoiding  the  necessity  of  re-assign¬ 
ing  lessons  and  repeating  explanations  day  after  day  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  have  been  absent. 

Much  of  the  success  of  our  schools  depends  upon  parents.  It  is  pre¬ 
sumed  that  the  parents  of  our  pupils  are  deeply  interested  in  our  schools, 
though  it  has  not  been  manifested  in  so  great  a  degree  as  is  possible. 
Those  parents  who  train  their  children  to  respect  and  obey  their  teachers, 
encouraging  them  to  study  at  home,  and  insisting  upon  their  regular  at¬ 
tendance  at  school,  greatly  assist  the  teachers  and  add  much  to  the  effect¬ 
iveness  of  the  school. 

A  moderate  expenditure  for  maps,  physical  apparatus  and  reference  books 
will  aid  greatly  in  making  the  courses  more  interesting  and  instructive. 

We  have  especially  striven  in  all  written  work  to  gain  neatness,  correct 
spelling,  and  good  expression.  Although  there  is  still  much  to  be  acquired 
along  these  lines,  nevertheless  much  improvement  has  been  made. 

‘We  have  set  as  our  ambition,  not  the  training  of  the  mind  merely,  but 
the  development  of  character;  in  such  a  work  as  this,  all  good  citizens  may 
have  a  part.” 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  PERCY  AYER,  Principal. 

The  problem  of  courses  of  study  to  fit  the  varying  needs  of 
all  the  pupils  of  a  town,  and  which,  at  the  same  time,  can  be 
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practically  carried  out  with  two  teachers,  has  never  yet  been 
adequately  solved.  The  committee  has  adopted  the  following 
courses  as  the  best  solution  at  present  considered  feasible: 


COURSES  OF  STUDY— RUTLAND  HIGH  SCHOOL. 
Adopted  March,  1902. 


Year. 

Classical  Course. 

English  Course. 

I. 

Latin,  .  5 

English .  5 

Algebra,  .  4 

History,  .  4 

Drawing, .  1 

19 

English,  .  5 

Algebra, .  4 

History,  .  4 

Physical  Geography,  2  terms,  f _  4 

Botany,  1  term,  f _ 

Drawing,  .  ] 

18 

11. 

Latin, .  4 

English,  .  3 

French,  .  4 

History,,  .  3 

English .  5 

French,  .  4 

History,  .  3 

Algebra  1  term  |  .  , 

Algebra  1  term,  J  .  , 

Geometry  2  terms.  \  .  ’ 

Geometry,  2  terms,  f .  * 

Drawing,  . . 1 

Drawing,  . .  1 

19 

17 

III. 

Latin, .  b 

English,  .  3 

French .  5 

Geometry,  1  term  /  .  - 

English,' .  5 

French,  .  5 

Geometry,  1  term,  I  .  ~ 

Physics  2  terms  f .  ° 

Physics,  2  terms,  f .  0 

Drawing,  .  1 

Commercial  Arithmetic  I  .  o 

and  Book-keeping,  f .  " 

19 

Drawing,  .  1 

19 

IV. 

Latin, .  5 

English,  .  3 

French, .  5 

Geology  and  Astronomy,  1st  half,  |  -• 

Review  Mathematics,  2d  half  f  0 

18 

English,  .  5 

French,  .  5 

Geology  and  Astronomy,  1st  half,  |  - 
Review  Mathematics,  2d  half,  f  0 

Civics .  3 

18 

Notes. — The  figure  after  each  subject  indicates  the  number 
of  exercises  per  week. 

Declamations  and  the  reading  of  essays  are  required  of  all 
pupils.  Spelling  lessons  will  be  given  as  needed. 

The  Classical  Course  is  especially  designed  for  those  pupils 
who  intend  to  continue  their  studies  elsewhere,  while  the  Eng¬ 
lish  Course  is  arranged  for  those  whose  school  life  will  prob¬ 
ably  end  with  the  high  school.  Both  courses  are  subject  to 
such  modifications  as  circumstances  may  require. 
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The 'courses  are  planned  to  follow  an  eight-years’  course  in 
the  elementary  schools.  The  introduction  of  a  ninth  grade  be¬ 
low  the  high  school  may  be  a  development  of  the  future. 

The  fact  that  there  will  be  no  third-year  class  next  year,  and 
possibly  no  graduating  class,  makes  the  present  a  favorable 
time  to  begin  the  new  plan  of  work.  Five  young  people  ex¬ 
pect  to  receive  the  diploma  of  the  school  next  June. 

The  law  of  1898  requires  that  the  high  school  shall  be  kept 
at  least  forty  weeks,  exclusive  of  vacations.  Non-compliance 
with  the  law  incurs  no  penalty,  however,  unless  the  length  of 
schooling  falls  below  thirty-six  weeks,  in  which  case  the  town 
legally  forfeits  its  share  of  the  income  of  the  state  school 
fund.  In  order  to  avoid  this  loss  the  committee  has  arranged 
to  add  the  requisite  time  to  the  present  high  school  year. 


OAKHAM. 

Repairs. — The  Coldbrook  building  was  improved  by  inside 
painting  during  the  summer. 

I  am  told  that  the  West  school  building  has  been  in  use  for 
more  than  a  hundred  years.  By  proper  repairs  it  may  be  made 
to  serve  another  century.  A  new  blackboard  and  some  minor 
changes  are  present  needs. 

New  sanitary  arrangements  for  the  boys  at  the  Centre  have 
been  needed  for  a  long  time.  It  is  hoped  that  the  need  may  be 
supplied  before  this  report  reaches  its  readers. 

Books  and  Apparatus. — The  first  books  of  new  series  in  arith¬ 
metic,  language,  and  geography  were  introduced  last  year.  The 
classes  will  be  ready  for  the  succeeding  books  during  the  com¬ 
ing  year.  The  new  books  are  giving  satisfaction. 

A  supply  of  “The  Seven  Little  Sisters,”  a  charming  geo¬ 
graphical  supplementary  reading  book,  was  purchased  during 
the  year.  Further  additions  to  the  supplementary  reading 
list,  and  a  more  modern  spelling-book  than  the  one  in  use,  are 
among  the  needs  of  the  coming  year. 

The  purchase  of  a  set  of  wall  maps  for  the  Centre  grammar 
room,  and  of  a  good  globe  for  each  of  the  other  schools,  is  rec¬ 
ommended. 
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Attendance. — Oakham  again  has  the  highest  average  per 
cent,  of  attendance  of  the  towns  of  the  district.  There  have 
been  very  few  cases  of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  parents 
and  guardians  in  the  matter  of  regularity,  and  practically  no 
truancy.  Parents,  teachers,  and  pupils  are  to  be  congratulated 
on  the  record. 

Consolidation. — The  town  employs  five  teachers  for  an  aver¬ 
age  membership  of  about  eighty  pupils,  which  is  a  very  liberal 
provision.  The  conditions  with  regard  to  Coldbrook  and  the 
West  school  seem  to  be  such  as  to  render  any  consolidation 
impracticable.  The  possibility  of  bringing  the  pupils  of  the 
South  school  to  the  Centre,  with  no  increase  of  cost  over  that 
of  maintaining  the  school,  I  consider  worthy  of  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  committee. 

Teachers. — At  the  opening  of  the  fall  term,  Miss  Barnard 
was  transferred  from  the  West  to  the  South  school,  and  Miss 
Althea  Russell  took  charge  of  the  West  school.  On  account 
of  illness,  Miss  Barnard  was  unable  to  return  for  the  winter 
term,  and  her  place  was  acceptably  supplied  by  Mrs.  Walter 
Woodis.  Miss  Blanche  Packard  will  take  charge  of  the 
school  at  the  opening  of  the  spring  term.  At  the  end  of  the 
fall  term,  Miss  Flitcroft,  at  Coldbrook,  resigned  to  accept  a 
better  position,  and  Miss  Lena  R.  Edmands  was  secured  for 
the  place.  Fortunately  no  change  occurred  at  the  Centre.  In 
spite  of  the  changes  in  the  other  schools  good  progress  has 
been  made. 

After  inspection  of  the  teacher’s  work  by  Mr.  McDonald, 
Agent  of  the  Board  of  Education,  the  committee’s  application 
for  an  increase  of  salary  for  Miss  Mellen,  under  the  “excep¬ 
tional  ability”  law,  was  approved.  It  is  hoped  that,  with  the 
aid  of  this  law,  we  may  finally  be  able  to  retain  permanently 
the  services  of  good  teachers  in  the  three  other  schools  where 
the  present  salary  permits  the  increase  from  the  state. 

Progress  of  Pupils. — The  small  number  of  pupils  in  each 
school  lias  rendered  it  possible  for  the  superintendent  to  know 
individually  each  child  in  the  town.  I  have  watched  with 
great  interest  the  progress  of  the  children,  and  have  rejoiced 
to  note  their  growth  in  stature  and  mental  power.  Parents 
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may  be  assured  that  every  class  is  moving  steadily  forward  as 
rapidly  as  their  capacity  and  the  thorough  mastery  of  the 
work  permits. 

All  but  one  of  the  eighth  grade  pupils  of  the  town  are  in  the 
Centre  grammar  school.  It  is  expected  that  this  class  will  be¬ 
gin  next  year  some  of  the  usual  high  school  subjects. 

Examination  Day. — The  good  old  custom  of  visiting  the 
school  on  the  closing  day  of  the  term,  to  listen  to  the  recita¬ 
tions  of  pupils  and  to  observe  their  progress  as  shown  in  an 
oral  examination  bv  the  committee,  has  been  observed  bv  a 
goodly  number  of  parents  during  the  year.  The  “Patrons’ 
Day,”  described  on  another  page,  embodies  the  same  aims, 
and  in  this  town  will  be  combined  with  “Examination  Day.” 
In  addition  to  the  usual  features  of  that  day,  at  the  close  of 
the  spring  term  an  exhibit  of  pupils’  work  will  be  displayed 
in  each  school.  It  is  intended  to  show  in  all  ways  possible 
what  is  being  done  in  the  schools,  and  we  invite  the  attend¬ 
ance  of  all.  Visits  of  parents  and  others  are  also  cordially 
welcomed  at  any  time.  Visitors  will  find  diligent,  well-be¬ 
haved  children,  working  under  the  guidance  of  earnest,  con¬ 
scientious  teachers.  Both  will  be  greatly  cheered  and  en¬ 
couraged  by  a  visit  and  a  sympathetic  word. 

PAXTON. 

The  matter  appropriate  for  the  notes  regarding  the  town  of 
Paxton  has  already  appeared  in  the  report  presented  to  the 
citizens  at  its  early  town  meeting.  I  trust  that  all  interested 
in  the  schools  have  read  what  was  there  written,  as  well  as 
the  preceding  part  of  this  report. 

The  work  of  the  year  has  been  much  improved  over  that  of 
last  year  in  all  the  rooms.  The  new  teachers  engaged  are 
both  normal  graduates  with  considerable  experience.  The 
approval  by  the  Board  of  Education  of  an  increase  of  salary 
from  the  state  under  the  “exceptional  ability”  law,  for  both 
the  teachers  receiving  from  the  town  less  than  ten  dollars 
per  week,  is  complimentary  to  the  teachers  and  the  committee. 

The  work  in  the  grammar  room  has  been  particularly  inter¬ 
esting  this  year.  The  school  has  consisted  of  sixteen  boys  of 
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widely  varying  capacity  and  attainment.  The  teacher  has 
largely  applied  the  plan  of  individual  instruction,  allowing 
in  some  subjects  each  boy  to  work  by  himself,  making  what¬ 
ever  progress  his  ambition  and  power  would  enable  him  to 
make.  The  perception  by  the  teacher  of  individual  needs  and 
her  patient  and  sympathetic  assistance  have  enabled  several 
boys  to  make  marked  improvement.  More  frequent  visits  to 
the  school  on  the  part  of  parents,  and  free  consultation  with 
the  teacher,  while  important  in  every  school,  would  be  par¬ 
ticularly  useful  here,  where  co-operation  is  especially  needed 
to  secure  the  highest  results  in  discipline  and  progress  in 
studv. 


In  closing  this  report,  let  me  express  my  deep  appreciation 
of  the  harmony  and  good  will  that  have  prevailed  among  all 
connected  with  the  schools.  To  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  of 
the  several  committees  my  cordial  thanks  are  due  for  their 
uniform  kindness  and  unanimous  support. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HERBERT  J.  JONES, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 


Holden,  Mass.,  March  8,  1902. 


